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H ello everyone and welcome to our Autumn / Winter newsletter.  We have changed the format slightly so 
that updates from Norfolk and from Ireland are on pages 2 and 3, and the front page will now be given 

to hounds who are looking for homes. 
 

Could YOU give me a home?    
Miko and Mylie are both still looking for 
a home, either together or separately.  
They have made huge progress in their 
foster homes.  Miko is a friendly boy who 
will need a confident person to adopt him 
as he is still getting used to smaller dogs.  
Mylie is a very friendly and loving girl 
who could go to a home on her own or 
with another male dog.  Mylie and Miko 
get on very well together so if a home 

came up for them together that 
would be ideal for them as they are 
fostered together.  
 
Gabby is a four year old black girl. She is very friendly although 
can be a bit timid at first.  She is in a foster home and just waiting 
for a home of her own.  She is getting used to other dogs and 
making very good progress with this. 
 
Mitzi is a 6 year old black girl 
who is sadly being returned to 

our care as her adopter feels she is not able to give Mitzi the time she 
needs as she is out at work.  Poor Mitzi has been returned to us before so 

she really needs to find a home 
where she can stay and not have to 
move again.  Mitzi is a lively girl – 
she is very affectionate and just 
wants a special person to call her 
own. 
 
Dylan was one of the most terrified 
dogs we have taken in for a while.  
When he was handed over he was literally rigid with fear. He has 
come on a long way in a loving foster home – although he is still timid 
and will need a home with another dog or dogs to help his confidence, 

and with someone who is happy to let him progress at his own pace.  He is a beautiful dark brindle boy.  
Dylan is currently in Ireland, so he could go to a home either in Ireland or in the UK. 
  

WELCOME  TO  OUR  AUTUMN / WINTER  2010  NEWSLETTER 
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So far this year Kerry Greyhounds has homed 101 hounds.  Of those 86 have been homed in the UK,  13 
in Ireland and two in Sweden.  These figures are once again up on this time last year so we are pleased 
about that.   We have also placed a further 33 dogs with the Belgian and German rescues whom we work 
with, and most of those hounds are by now in their new homes.  The dogs who go to Europe need a pet 
passport which we arrange but the rescues come over to collect their hounds so we don’t have more 
transport to do than our usual trips.  They are long journeys but the dogs seem to cope very well with the 
transport.  The journey to Belgium is not really any longer than coming to Norfolk, we meet near London to 
hand the dogs over and they often get home before we do, if we have several stops to drop dogs off en 
route. 
 
We are trying hard to find more homes as we have so many dogs needing to be rescued in Ireland. The 

situation is not improving, for us it is getting worse as we are 
asked to take more and more hounds in.  The numbers we 
are caring for continues to rise as we try to find more and 
more spaces to put unwanted hounds, and our waiting list is 
now far too long as well. We currently have around 80 
hounds in Kerry Greyhounds care which is almost double the 
number we had two years ago.  As we become more known 
in Ireland we get more requests for people to offload their 
unwanted greyhounds.  Unfortunately there is not a 
corresponding increase in the number of enquiries to offer a 
home to a hound in Ireland, although this figure does 
continue to creep up slowly.   It is very hard for the Irish team 
to say no to a request to take a hound in, even though we are 
more than full, as we know what the fate for that dog will be.   
 

So we are all trying hard to find more homes.  Our ideas about 
this are included in this newsletter.  One of the key jobs is to 
find more people who are willing to become volunteers to help 

us with the hounds – our same volunteers cannot keep doing more and more.  There is a form enclosed 
for you to fill in if you feel you can volunteer and help in some way - however small.  
 
We have also included an article from one of our adopters who has recently taken on a second hound.  If 
anyone can take on another hound – either to foster or adopt - you could make a real difference – 
especially to that hound’s life.  Please let us know if you can do this or would like to have a chat about it.    
There will never be enough homes for the number of unwanted Irish greyhounds until there is some 
reduction or restriction in the numbers which are bred.  Until that time, rescue groups such as Kerry 
Greyhounds will continue to try to help as many as we can and we also work to educate people about the 
sad plight of many greyhounds.  We hope you will want to help us in this.  
 
I am having a break from working as the UK Homing Co-ordinator and Bronwen has very kindly stepped in 
to cover this job.  The UK phone number remains the same – 075000 62648.  Thank you to Bronwen for 
affording me this break and equally to all the UK team who always work so hard and so cheerfully to help 
the hounds.   We have a really friendly and dedicated team here and we hope you may want to come and 
join us!  

                       Jill 

UPDATE  FROM  NORFOLK 

8 year old George is looking for his 
forever home in the UK 
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The recession continues to bite hard here and we are having to get to grips with the cuts that the IGB (Irish 
Greyhound Board) have made to our veterinary, transport and  kennelling grant.  The kennelling budget 
cut was the steepest at a 78% drop.  Along with this is the increasing number of hounds being handed 
over to us and on our growing waiting lists.  At the time of writing we have re-homed 13 hounds in Ireland 
so far in 2010, so here’s hoping we can keep up the momentum and improve on last year’s adoption 
numbers.  
 
On the bright side, we have now made our application to the Revenue Commissioners for tax exemption 
which when processed will give us a CHY number and mean we are registered under the new Irish charity 
regulations.  Thanks to Kamelia for the ground work and research she put into preparation of the 
supporting documents and to Sarah Fenlon for holding my hand while I filled in the form and collated the 
rest of the paperwork! 
 
We have sadly said goodbye to two board members; Kamelia has moved to London for work reasons and 
we wish her, her husband Andrea and their Kerry greyhounds Taylor and Caitlin all the best in their new 
home and life there. Jennifer has had to step down for health reasons and we wish her a speedy recovery 
and thanks for her excellent work and courage (will any one else ever attempt a parachute jump for KGC?) 
over the last year.   
 
Long-time volunteer Karen Mas Mollinedo has now joined the KGC Ireland board and chaired a meeting in 

Killorglin after the Jamboree had finished.  Karen is now dealing with 
Amanda’s daily email and co-ordinating the team as we take 
responsibility for various tasks.  
 
And the Jamboree?  It was a huge success with double the numbers 
of hounds and people attending compared with last year.  Over 
€1,000 in sponsorship was raised and we had excellent coverage in 
the Kerryman weekly newspaper. The weather was superb and al 
fresco dining a major and very enjoyable feature of the event.  Two 
hounds were adopted; Lizzie and Bailey (now called Bosphor). The 
date for next year has already been set - the weekend of 10th June 
2011. 
 
Pet Expo took place at the prestigious RDS Showgrounds in Dublin on 
the first weekend in July. We felt it was a major risk for the organisers 
in moving it from October to the first week of school holidays and we 

noticed a drop in attendance, but our sales and donations were respectable. We took Django, Roz and 
Summer with us and these lovely hounds charmed everyone they met, but unfortunately not enough to find 
new homes. However, we have had some home offers arise from the Expo, and so far we’ve found a 
lovely home for Vicky in Co. Wicklow.  We also made contact with a new Dublin volunteer Paul, who is 
already working hard for us organising a Golf Classic fundraiser to be held in early October. 
 
The team’s admiration for Amanda’s determination and dedication to rescuing the hounds grows by the 
minute as we get to grips with the tasks we have taken on, as does our 
appreciation of the fantastic support we have from the UK team.      

UPDATE  FROM  IRELAND 

Margaret 

Jerry is still in Ireland 
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 New Brochure 
Our new brochure is enclosed with this newsletter.  We hope there is 
something for everyone.  We have some new items and have kept the 
favourite items in too.    Our 2011 calendar is just going on sale.   You can 
order goods by filling in the form in the brochure or by going to our online 
shop.   For any questions about merchandise or if you have any ideas for 
new merchandise please contact Tracey on 07766 222706.  
 

Sponsor a Kennel or Hound 
Our sponsor scheme is up and running – we have a growing number of 
sponsors but we’d like to have lots more!  A sponsorship makes a lovely 
Christmas gift.  (Sorry it’s so early – but we wont be bringing out another 
newsletter until after Christmas.  And you could get your Christmas 
shopping out of the way in one go! ☺). 
We have three sponsor hounds to choose from, or a choice of sponsoring a kennel, either in Ireland or in 
Norfolk.  Full details in the brochure or on our website. 
.   

We have also brought out a new pack of Christmas cards featuring two of our sponsor dogs.  These are 
lovely cards for anyone to buy and send, and they have details of our sponsor scheme on the back of the 
card.  Please see the brochure or our website for more info about the choice of five sponsorships, and the 
Christmas cards.  

 

 
Pet Portraits 
Have you ever thought of having your dog's portrait painted? One of our 
fosterers, Paula Fenton, is an animal portrait artist. Paula works in soft 
pastels.  Examples of her work and prices can be found on her website 
www.paulafenton.co.uk or Tel 01603 717117.  Paula will donate 10% to 
Kerry Greyhounds from each portrait ordered from this article.         
      
           New Children's Book 
The Mystical Life of the Dog with Three Legs is 

a new children's book, written by one of our adopters.  The main character, 
Beauty, was inspired by a Kerry greyhound called Maisie who had three legs 
as a result of having a leg amputated due to bone cancer at a very young 
age.  She lived a happy life and was very fast on her three legs, although sadly 
the cancer returned and she was put to sleep in 2008.  Maisie lives on in the 
book though, which is available from us at £10.99.  The author Emma Greyling 
is very kindly donating the royalties from the book to Kerry Greyhounds and 
other animal charities.  Details of how to order a copy are in the brochure or in 
our online shop.  

 

FUNDRAISING NEWS 

www.kerrygreyhounds.co.uk     -     www.kerrygreyhounds.ie 
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Fundraising Events Diary 
 

Norfolk Fundraising Events 
 

We need volunteers for all these events – many are just for 1 1/2 or 2 hours.  Can you help?    Please 
contact the person listed for each event or contact Maxine for more information about any of our 
fundraising events, on 07810 251898 or at max@kerrygreyhounds.co.uk 
 

We can’t do all the fundraising we need to for the hounds, without more help! 

 

Sunday 5th September  -  Norfolk Gala Day, Royal Norfolk Showground.  We have a stall at this event and 
we need volunteers please. 
 

Sunday 12th September  -  Our own Fun Dog Show, Frettenham Village Hall, 11am - 3.30pm - please see 
poster. 

Saturday 25th September  -  Collection at Latham's, Potter Heigham. 
 

Sunday 3 October  -  Sponsored Walk and Street Collection, Runton Road, Cromer.  10.30am for 
registration. Volunteers needed please contact Bronwen on 075 000 62648 or e-mail 
bronwen@kerrygreyhounds.co.uk 
 

Saturday 9 October  -  Collection at Sainsbury’s in North Walsham 
 

Sunday 17 October - Pub Quiz - 7pm start - Trafford Arms, Trafford Road, Norwich.  Tickets £5 each 
includes nibbles - Teams of 4.  Please contact Hayley on 01603 629740.  Numbers limited so book early!   
 

Saturday 16 October  -  Collection at Morrison's in Cromer 
 

Sunday 5th December - Christmas Fayre, Community Hall, Garden Street, Cromer. 9.30am - 12.30pm.  
Coffee & Mince Pies also Gifts 

 
Irish Fundraising Event - Kerry Greyhounds First Annual Golf Classic  

 
The event will be held at Luttrellstown Golf Club, Castleknock, Dublin 15, on Tuesday 5 October 2010.  €200 
deposit will be required instead of the usual €1000.  The costs of a team will be €300 per 4 ball which is €75 
per person - This will include a Golfers Grill when their rounds have finished.  €25 per person entering will go 
to KGC.  Closing Date for team submissions is 28 September.  For more information please contact KGC 
volunteer and organiser Paul Noctor on 016373417 (mornings) or mobile 0851 421767. 
 
Would you like to organise or help with an Irish fundraising or publicity event?  We really need more 
volunteers to help us to organise more events.  Please contact Sarah on 087 985 3493 
 

FUNDRAISING NEWS 

Summer Raffle  Our summer raffle will be held at our Dog Show on 12 Sept but if you can't come 
you can still buy tickets by post or online.  We have some fantastic prizes including hound prints, a 
sculpture and Kitsch collars.   Please contact Ally on 07776 183407 or ally@kerrygreyhounds.co.uk 
for more info.  Even if you can't come you can still help us raise funds for the hounds!   Address for 
cheques is PO Box 58 Cromer NR27 7AG, payable to Kerry Greyhounds. Tickets are 50p 
each.  Thank you for your support. 
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Thank You 
We would like to thank our teams of volunteers – in the UK and in Ireland - for all your 
hard work.  We really appreciate it and couldn’t do it without you.  
Thank you to the Broadland Greyhound and Whippet Club in Norwich for making Kerry Greyhounds 
the beneficiaries of their annual dog show again this year.  
Thanks to Alex Tosh from Creative Sponge in Norwich who has kindly donated £100 to cover the costs 
of the rosettes and trophies at our dog show.  
Kerry Greyhound Connection receives financial support from the Irish Retired Greyhound Trust. 
KGC is very appreciative of the Trust's support for our work. Unfortunately, the Trust has recently 
reduced the level of support provided towards the costs of transportation of hounds, vet fees and, in 
particular, kennel fees. Fortunately for KGC our vet and kennels have agreed to absorb these 
reductions in funding levels so that the charity is not burdened with the shortfall. 
We would like to express our heartfelt appreciation to Peter and Katie at Macroom Veterinary 
Clinic and John and Isabelle at Beaufort Kennels for their generosity in continuing to 
support our work. 
The Irish team at Kerry Greyhound Connection would also like to say a very big thank you to the 
following sponsors for their generous help: 
To Eric at all at Champ’s Eurospar Store, Killorglin, Co, Kerry, who very kindly donated the ingredients 
for the very tasty Veggie Hot Dog Brunch that preceded our Sponsored Walk in Killarney National Park at 
the Second Annual Celebrating Greyhounds Jamboree.   
To Carla and all at the Burns Pet Food stand for their kind donation of dog food at Pet Expo in Dublin 
over the weekend of 2-4th July. Check out their websites www.burnsireland.com or www.burnspet.co.uk  
We applied to Pedigree Chum’s Adoption Drive and were thrilled to receive a grant of €1,000 which is 
much appreciated in these recessionary times  - www.ie.pedigree.com  

We have several pairs of dogs who we would 
like to home together if possible as they have 
always been together and they are attached to 
each other. These dogs go through a lot in their 
lives and if they have gone through the bad 
times with a friend we would like to find them 
their loving forever homes together if we can.  
We have Peg and Scholes - two easy going 
and friendly 5 year olds.  Also Tiny and Toto, a 
lively and friendly brindle girl and boy. They are 
quite small for greyhounds, especially Toto for a 
male. We also have a mum and son pair – 
Tazzy and Earl.  Earl is a very timid boy and 
very reliant on his mum for reassurance at the 
moment. Tazzy is a very pretty 6 year old brindle 
girl.  We also have 3 other pairs in Ireland who are looking for homes together.  
  

If you go out to work it is always nicer for a dog to have company whilst you are away.  If you are not 
sure if your work hours mean you could not adopt a dog, please contact us to discuss this. 

FUNDRAISING  NEWS 

GOOD  THINGS  COME  IN  TWO’S! 

  Toto and Tiny 
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Although we are always trying to find more kennel and foster spaces to accommodate dogs in our care, 
the only real answer is to find more homes.  Each home we find creates a space in our rescue - so the 
more we can home, the more we can rescue and the more lives we can save.  The theory is not rocket 
science - but it is more difficult in practice to continue to increase the number of homes we can find.    The 
UK team recently held a meeting to try to come up with some more ideas of how we might be able to find 
more homes.  Below are some of the ideas from our Norfolk team.  We are also working hard to find more 
homes in Ireland and these ideas apply in both UK and Ireland. If any of our readers can help in any way 
we would really love to hear from you. 
 

Idea One: Expanding our UK base into Suffolk 
We already home some dogs in Suffolk but our main base is in Norfolk and this is where most of our 
hounds are homed in the UK.  We want to try to expand our area into Suffolk so we are looking for 
volunteers in Suffolk who would like to help us with publicity, volunteer meetings, homechecking and 
generally building up more of a profile for Kerry Greyhounds than we have to date. We’d like to find more 
local volunteers who know the best places to advertise etc.  We know there are lots more homes for 
hounds out there ☺. 
 

Idea Two: Hold more ‘Meet and Greets’  
Meet and Greets are a great way to introduce people 
to greyhounds - to go out in public with greyhounds to 
tell people that ‘Greyhounds make great pets’, and 
also to dispel some of the myths about hounds - such 
as that they need hours and hours of exercise each 
day.  Getting out and about in public, at events etc, 
with friendly and confident greyhounds can really 
change people’s minds about greyhounds,  as well as 
opening their eyes to the plight of unwanted hounds.   
Organising and holding ‘Meet and Greets’ are heavy 
on time though so we do need more people to help 
us. 
 

Idea Three:  Improving the Information about the dogs on our website 
We already have information about the dogs needing homes on our website. The website is now the main 
way in which most potential adopters find Kerry Greyhounds.  While word of mouth and personal 
recommendation, is the second most popular way that people come to us.  We are going to try to 
introduce more photos, video clips and information to the profiles of the dogs on the website to try to 
generate more interest in them, particularly for the ‘longer stay’ dogs.  Sometimes these dogs can take up 
foster spaces for long periods of time, and so we need to do everything we can to try to find the special 
homes that some of these hounds need.  
 

Idea Four: Finding More Homes in Europe  
We currently work with two rescues, one in Belgium and one in Germany.  They do not have greyhound 
racing in those countries and so they do not have the huge supply of greyhounds that Ireland and the UK 
has.  We hope to try to find more contacts or existing rescues  in Europe who may be able to help take a 
few dogs from us sometimes.  We want to deal with people who come with a recommendation by   

TRYING  TO  FIND  MORE  HOMES 
By Jill Saunders 

8 year old Millie looking for her forever home 
at a Meet & Greet 
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someone we know.  Other rescues we will work with must have the same standards of care of the dogs 
and homing procedures e.g. carrying out homechecks, that we have.   
 

Idea Five:   Recruiting more Volunteers  
All these ideas need more people to become involved with us as our existing volunteers cannot just keep 

doing more and more - and 
apart from that - it’s always 
great to have new people, with 
new ideas and enthusiasm.   
New people often bring new 
skills and talents - everyone has 
something valuable to offer,  
from ‘shaking a tin’ once a 
month, to fostering or dog 
walking.  Are you creative?  
Could you make dog coats or 
design a new Christmas card for   
us?  Would you like to know 

more about volunteering with us?  
We have included a form about 

this with the newsletter.  If you are interested please fill it in and send it back to us and we will be in touch 
to get together with you soon. 
 
To finish this article, this poem below by Sue Stoddart reminds us all why we need to find more homes, 
and to continue to work towards change for greyhounds.   This is a very sad poem and it may upset you if 
you read it. 

The Greyhounds Prayer by Sue Stoddart 
Dear Lord, as I lay down to sleep upon my bed, 

And try to rest my weary head. 
I am but a humble Greyhound that wants to pray, 

As darkness falls at the end of another day. 
My sore legs once carried me so fast and fleet, 

And had the people perched on the edge of their seats. 
That made them shout my name as I rushed past, 

And made me want to push on and go fast. 
It's over for me now that my body is spent, 

And they no longer care where I might be sent. 
Now I hear them say, that I am no more, 
And it is my turn to be shown the door. 
I only ask for two things when I pray, 

As I know that I only have one more day. 
That I might be found a home where I will be saved, 

And not to be dumped in a cold unknown grave. 
A good home that will be loving and kind, 

And understand a simple Greyhound's mind. 
But Lord if this is not to be, 

Then let my poor life end painlessly. 
And grant me a place by your side, 

Where I can sit and watch the clouds go by 

Walking the dogs: Would you like to join us?  
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GREYHOUNDS  AS  CANINE  BLOOD  DONORS 

One of our Irish team Margaret’s story of how her greyhound Jacob became a blood donor  
 

My Hero - By Margaret Moran 
 
As I write this, Jacob is stretched out on his couch twitching away, tail thumping, eyes rolling from time 
to time as he chases dream bunnies. It’s about 18 months since he arrived to join Baily the bossy GSD 

cross and me, and he’s settled in brilliantly - as his ownership 
of the couch attests. He’s also a huge favourite at my vet 
practice in both senses of the word, since at 40 kilos the only 
way I can keep an eye on his weight is to visit the clinic 
regularly, and all of the nurses love to see him. 
 
On one of his early visits he charmed the socks off a vet in 
our practice in Dublin, who had just met him for the first time.  
Then she asked: Would I consider allowing Jacob to be put 
on their panel of blood donor dogs?  After about ten seconds’ 
thought,  I agreed. I’ve been a very lucky dog owner, as so 
far none of my dogs have been so seriously injured or in 
need of major surgery that they required a transfusion, but if 
they ever should, I know I’d be very grateful to anyone who 
put their dog forward to donate.  But why pick Jacob? I was 
curious to know the criteria for a canine blood donor. 

 
First was weight - at least 25 kilos so that they wouldn’t miss the donation. Second, a calm 
temperament, and from what she’d seen the vet figured Jacob would be a natural.  Lastly an owner 
willing to volunteer the dog and be free to bring him to the clinic when called. 
 
Jacob was added to the panel but it was quite a while before the call came one dark October evening 
while we were out on our evening walk.  About an hour later we were going in the back door to a part 
of the clinic I’d only ever seen on an open day.  The vet told me that the patient was a Staffie who had 
had three pups by Caesarean that day and was not doing well post-op, so Jacob’s donation would help 
not one, but four other dogs.  He then showed me the pack - it looked just like the human packs 
complete with anticoagulant in it and the tube and cannula attached, but about a third of the size, 
holding about 300 mls of blood. 
 
The vet shaved a patch of fur from his neck, then inserted the cannula and gravity and Jacob’s big 
heart did the rest.  As we waited for the pack to fill, I got a chance to ask more questions.  Dogs do 
have blood groups, but like humans, there is a universal donor, and greyhounds have a very high 
proportion of the universal donor group.  This meant that the blood would be transfused immediately. 
And of course, greyhound blood is highly desirable because their unique physiology means that they 
have higher haemoglobin content than other canines.  After this donation, he would be off the donor list 
for about three months to give him time to replenish his blood volume. 

Jacob 
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Jacob meanwhile stood quietly throughout, only getting a little fed up with standing still towards the last few 
drops - it took between 5-10 minutes to fill the pack - and got lavish praise from us all.  When we got home, 
he got an extra helping in his evening meal, and showed no ill effects at all.  A couple of days later, Neil 
phoned me to tell me that the Staffie mum was now doing very well and had perked up immediately after the 
transfusion.  My hero deserves his comfy couch as we wait for the next call for help for some less fortunate 
dog. 
 

Blood Donors Needed by Norwich Night Vet Service  
 

Canine blood donors are needed everywhere.  We received the following email in April this year from one 
of our adopters in Norfolk who is a vet at Taverham Vets, which runs the Norwich Night Vet Service.  

   

Dear Jill, 
I rehomed a greyhound from Kerry Greyhounds 2 
years ago (Fern) and of course we have been 
delighted with what a lovely dog she is and how well 
she has bonded with our little terrier Rolo.  
  

I am a veterinary surgeon at the Taverham Veterinary 
Clinic in Norwich and we have been running an 
emergency clinic (Norwich Night Vet) for the last 18 
months.  Due to the high volume of critically ill 
animals we have been seeing we have needed 
regular blood transfusions and up until this year we 
had to order these from a canine blood bank based in 
Loughborough.  The logistics of the distances 
involved meant that sometime we weren’t able to 

source blood soon enough to save some dogs so this year we launched our own canine blood donor 
service.  Fern was our first donor. 
 

Each donor is only asked to give blood once a year and in return the dogs received a free bag of food, a 
free worm treatment and a voucher for a free health check and vaccination.  The best donors are 
greyhounds as they have a naturally high concentration of blood cells and they are just so calm and well 
behaved…as you can imagine the process is very quick and easy if the dog stays still but a different story 
with many bouncy dogs!! 
 

I was wondering if you might consider having an article in your newsletter about the Norwich Night Vet 
canine blood donor service in case any other greyhound owners might consider putting their dogs 
forward.  We have already saved 3 dogs’ lives this year and this just demonstrates what a vital service this 
is. 
 

To be a canine blood donor a dog must be fully vaccinated, over 25kg in weight, between 1 and 6 years of 
age and be in good health.  In return for their donation the dogs receive a goody bag and a voucher for a 
free vaccination. 
Best wishes, 
Tom Robertson MRCVS 
Taverham Veterinary Practice, Fir Covert Rd, Taverham, Norwich, NR8 6HT 
Tel: 01603 867330 
 

We emailed Tom’s article round earlier in the year, and since then some more of our Kerry  Greyhounds 
have given blood.  Tom has said, ‘We did get a good response to your e-mail.  The availability of fresh 
blood has made an enormous difference to many of the emergency patients we have seen at Norwich 
Night Vet.’   Please contact your vet if you would like your dog to go on the blood donor register. 
.   

Fern   
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The last eight years have been a see-saw of highs and lows, triumphs and heartbreak, joys and sorrows, hard 
work and, well, more hard work!!  From a 3-person outfit – me and my children! aged 4 and 7 years when we 
started out with 2 greyhounds and 200 hundred business cards – we have grown exponentially into a respected 
organisation with branches in two countries and the active participation and support of two European rescue 
programmes, with whom we are delighted to cooperate to help the hounds. 
 

As KGC developed it was getting increasingly difficult for one person to keep all the balls in the air – or maybe 
that’s not the best analogy for an organisation with a neutering policy ☺. But since our first annual conference 
in Killarney this year where we appointed our Board of Directors and re-assigned some jobs, I’m delighted to 
say that our team here in Ireland has really come together and is working brilliantly.  
 

Massive thanks to everyone on the Irish team: to Karen for taking on the daunting task of the day-to-day KGC 
email which includes helping with the  perplexing task of organising which hounds are going where – not easy 
when you are dealing with 5 countries at once!; to Clare for taking on the phone and waiting list in rotation with 
myself – a high-stress task and one in which you can feel you are ‘playing God’ by deciding which hounds are 
most in danger so we can bring them in first, and sadly we don’t always get it right; to Margaret, for becoming 
Homing Coordinator for the whole country, a challenge in itself, and Anne, a valuable home-checker and source 
of new ideas; to Sarah and Tam for beavering away keeping our hounds updated on numerous websites, not 
just our own; to Katie and Peter for excellent veterinary work and the minding of up to 40 hounds at any one 
time; to Clare (yes, same Clare ☺) and Mary for becoming weekly Team Leaders for hound walking at Beaufort 
Kennels, which with several new volunteers can become quite an organisational task in itself; and indeed to all 
the volunteer walkers and anyone else who does ‘stuff’ who I won’t attempt to list as I will surely leave some 
great folks out by mistake. 
 

All these good folks do these tasks and much more which on a KGC level means we can grow and develop as 
an organisation, and on a personal level means that I no longer feel that I would book my nervous breakdown if 
only I had the time and energy! ☺  Don’t worry, the team are making sure that I still have enough to do to keep 
me out of mischief though!  With transport, vet trips, post-op care/fostering (3 at the moment including the 
gorgeous Dylan), not to mention keeping all the other areas connecting effectively, the lying down being fed 
peeled grapes part still looks a regrettably long way off ☺. 
 

The reduction in the other jobs has, however, has given me enough head-space to look more at the bigger 
picture. We are caring for about 80 hounds at the moment and it could easily be 500 if we only had the space 
for them. But, as Jill has also said, if we can’t get ‘em out, we can’t take ‘em in.  But how do we do that?? 
 

I approached a local marketing firm who quoted us ‘tens of thousands’ for a marketing campaign … huh! Fe*k 
‘em, we don’t need them!!  With the drive and determination we have between us we can achieve anything. 
 

So … the plan … KGC has just purchased a number of copies of Marketing For Dummies – we have a brilliant 
‘product’, we just have to get out there more and convince the public of this!  Anyone who has an interest in this 
area please get in touch with me. I’ll send you a copy of the book, which is very user-friendly, I’m no expert in 
this field by any stretch of the imagination and I can understand it!  All that the hounds ask is that you read and 
inwardly digest and between a group of us we are sure to come up with some new and excellent ideas. Maybe 
we can form a Marketing Committee? We all know that ‘Greyhounds Are Greyt’, it’s them others that need to 
learn it!  
 

But… we can do this!! I know I’ve said this before so apologies for being boring but ‘The hardest journey begins 
with a single step, but we have to keep on stepping’.  Who will step up to The Greyt Greyhound Marketing 
Challenge??  C’mon, it’ll be fun!  We are in it to win it, their lives are in our hands. 
 

I’m waiting for your call ☺ 

EIGHT  YEARS  AND  ONWARD  
By Amanda Saunders Perkins 

Amanda x 



 

13 

  

Treats for stopping boredom – but don’t give chocolate!  
Many problem behaviours in dogs stem from boredom. Our lifestyles nowadays mean that many people 
work and consequently our dogs have increasingly long home alone times.  Dogs are genetically 
programmed to hunt for their food and we can use this behaviour to keep them occupied when we have to 
leave them.  I have mentioned in a previous article about using stuffed Kongs but I thought it may be 
useful to add some more suggestions on how to make Kongs more interesting. 
 
When you first introduce your dog to a Kong it’s important to make it easy for your dog to get to the 

contents, just insert a few loose treats that will come out easily.  
You can then progress to more challenging stuffings that will 
keep your dog interested for much longer.  In other words it’s 
time to be more creative!  Try mixing together peanut butter, 
cream cheese and canned food to hold the smaller treats in.   
Stuff meat, mashed potatoes into the Kong and then freeze it. 
 
A Buster cube is also useful in keeping your dog occupied, fill it 
with treats and your dog will quickly learn to roll cube around in 
order to get to the treats.   
 
Most food leftovers can be used but there are foods that should 
never be given to dogs. One of the most lethal is chocolate and is 
the most common cause of poisoning to occur in dogs in the UK.  
The reason that chocolate is toxic is due to a compound called 
methylxanthine, specifically theobromine and caffeine. 
Theobromine causes the release of catacholamines into the 
animal’s system. These stimulate the sympathetic nervous 

system which is responsible for the body’s fight / flight response. Caffeine directly stimulates the heart 
muscle and the central nervous system so together these chemicals are extremely potent. 
 
Higher quality chocolate tends to contain more theobromine than lower quality chocolate.  Clinical signs 
usually occur within six to twelve hours of ingestion and death is generally due to cardiac arrhythmias 
(abnormal electrical activity in the heart) or respiratory failure.  There is no specific antidote for this 
poisoning but inducing vomiting can help if the chocolate has been eaten within a couple of hours. 
 
I often hear people say that they give their dogs chocolate and say that it has never caused any harm.  
But by feeding small amounts of chocolate as a treat you are encouraging your dog to develop a taste for 
it and this is a very dangerous thing.  There are lots of other tasty and safe treats for dogs, so please don’t 
give your best friend something that could poison them. 
 
When you have to leave your dog for any length of time make sure he or she has had a good walk and a 
meal before you go – they are less likely to become bored in the first place, if they have had some 
exercise and stimulation and are ready for another nap when you have to go out.   

TRAINING SPOT 
By Sue Shearing - our resident dog trainer 

and fosterer of troubled hounds 

Sue 

Murphy enjoying his Kong 
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We are delighted to report that one of our very long stay 
hounds - Sprite - has now found his forever home with his 
fosterers.  Sprite is a very strong dog and was quite a handful 
with other dogs, but despite him being a bit of a tearaway, 
Mags and Simon have persevered over the past 11 months 
and have improved his behaviour tremendously.  In the 
process, they have come to love him dearly and have now 
adopted him.  So he is staying put, which seems to be quite 
OK with him. 
 

Guy, another hard to home boy, has found his forever home 
with another of our team.  Jean who is one of our trustees, 
fosterers, homecheckers, fundraisers – you name it, she does 
it ☺,  felt sad for Guy as he could not find a home.  After 
losing one of her other hounds, Jean felt she had room for Guy 
and he was adopted in June.   Jean has also since adopted Bonny who was finding it hard to find a home 
as she has some veterinary problems, but Jean who was fostering her was very happy to give her a home. 
 

Little Kellie found her new home near Ely.  She is now called Bella and lives with Jenny and Ben and baby 
Edward.  
 

Blackie and Miller were adopted together in May, by Michelle and Dave from Lincolnshire.  Although 
Blackie and Miller came in together and their former owner said he would love for them to find a home 
together, we thought this was quite unlikely to happen as they are both huge black boys, who are often 
hard to home one at a time, let alone a pair.  However Michelle and Dave came to us hoping to adopt two 
hounds, so the dogs could be company for each other when their humans were out at work.  After the 
homecheck, we suggested they came to meet Blackie and Miller, as they had said they would be 
interested in adopting dogs who may be overlooked by other people.  They fell in love with the two big 
fellas and travelled to Norfolk every weekend for several weeks to come and see them and walk them 
while Blackie (now called Blakey) and Miller were in kennels. As soon as Michelle and Dave had holiday 
from work, they took them home.  
 

As we mentioned earlier,  we are still looking for a home – or homes – for Mylie and Miko.  If you might be 
interested in coming to meet any of our long stay hounds and to have a chat about them, please do let us 
know.  

Still Missing 
One of our adopted hounds got out from the garden of her 
new home on 23 June, and has not been seen since.  Daisy 
(formerly Nancy) is a fawn girl and she was lost in Gayton 
near Kings Lynn in Norfolk.  Unfortunately she has no collar 
or ID disc on as someone trying to help pulled her collar off 
when she escaped. Daisy is microchipped though.  The 
adopters and Kerry Greyhounds have put out wide publicity 
but she has not been seen.  We will keep hoping to find her 
though.  If you can help or have any information please do 
get in touch with Bronwen on 075 000 62648. 
 

Updates on Hounds in Our Last Newsletter 

Sprite in his forever home! 
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 In our last newsletter we featured an article by Toms Baugis about their greyhound Cedric’s arrival in his new 
home in Galway.  In June 2010 Toms and Emily adopted a second Kerry Greyhound - here is his story. 

 
Every dog has it's quirks. Cedric, our first greyhound is afraid of balloons and flies. Our second greyhound, 
Bosphore, turned out to be afraid of many more things.   It has been four weeks since we adopted Bosphore 
and I'd like to share our adoption story.  It all started at the last day of jamboree.  The dogs had been 
successfully introduced in the previous days and seemed to be clicking well.  By "well" I mean that they had a 
moderate interest in each other and seemed to be perfectly capable of sharing attention and space without 
much fuss. 
 
 Upon arrival home, we attached both dogs to leashes and opened the trunk of the car.  Bosphore jumped 
out and the next instant jumped back in. So much for the first impression.  Next minutes were spent trying to 
get him out of the car as he leaped from one chair to the other – a certain sign of panic.  The reason turned 
out to be the kids kicking a ball about hundred meters up the street.  Eventually we got him out of the car and 
in the house. 

 
From the little there was of his story, we 
knew that previously in the kennel he 
had been abused by a territorial dog 
who would take away his food and bite 
ears, so there was a little surprise when 
he first was afraid to eat at the same 
time with Cedric, although the bowls 
were a good distance apart. 
 
 What struck me was that I never really 
had thought about the dog  having any 
problems himself - when we thought 
about the adoption, we were worrying 
only about how well the two dogs will 

cope.   But back to the football.  For the obvious reasons the ex-racers seem to be carrying a heavy load of 
apathy - a protective shell that has kept them sane perhaps.  
 
During the first week Bosphore showed no sign of fear from the vacuum cleaner or anything.  But once he 
got used to the comforts of the home, he could finally drop the precautions and become the dog he is.  And 
this is where he decided that there is no reason to go out for the walks anymore, as the ratio of balls per 
square kilometre is way too high.  He wagged his tail when seeing me putting on my shoes, but froze once 
the leash was attached.  He seemed to be saying "let's get out but not there".   We tried other doors and 
other directions.  And it took a lot of patience and upbeat mood.  With praising whenever he would go the 
way he wants and ignoring and singing something about a perfect day and how everybody thinks he is a nice 
dog, once frozen. 
 
A dog that would freeze on walks or squeak and try to run away by the first sight of a human was an idea too 
impractical for us and we had to deal with it.  We got him his very own football to sniff in the safety of the 
home and took the same approach to solve the people bit - the more non-kicking people he sees the better, 
so we just kept walking and walking. 

GETTING A SECOND GREYHOUND 
 By Toms Baugis 
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Vicki (now Belle) has recently found her forever home in Co Wicklow in Ireland with Paul & Michele, as a 
result of Michele finding out more about greyhounds at the recent Pet Expo in Dublin where we had a stand.  
Here is Belles story by Paul. 
   
I had been trying to convince my girlfriend Michele that we should get a greyhound, which has been tough 
work, I had usually been met with replies of “they're very big”, “they need a lot of walking” or even “it would 
take up too much space” she even thought they looked funny - all myths of course.  My love for greyhounds 
developed through my friend, who had the most beautiful fawn and white coloured boy, called “Haille”.  It 
was only through meeting Haille that all these myths were dispelled and that I realised they were the most 

beautiful, gentle, affectionate animals which made the 
most perfect pets.   
 
We have had Belle (she was called Vicky), two weeks 
now.  When we collected her she was very nervous, 
trembling with fear and had her tail between her legs.  It 
took her a couple of days to get used to us and seemed to 
seek cover in her den whenever something startled 
her.  She slowly started to come around, showing us a little 
more of her personality each day.  Only two weeks on she 
is like a different dog, when either Michele or I arrive home 
we are rewarded with the most amazing welcome with 
Belle's tail hitting whatever gets in the way as she jumps up 
and down with excitement.  She loves her walks and as 
soon as she sees her lead her tail starts off again.   

 
She has already mastered the dog flap, the stairs and hasn’t to date had any accidents in the house.  She is 
learning to play and has a collection of teddy bears, which she loves to chase around the garden with.  We 
have already been brave enough to let her off the lead, she sticks by our side most all the time and 
occasionally has a little wander and then returns to our side almost as if she is afraid of losing us.  She is 
even getting a little cheeky, Michele found her making her way to her bed with a pork chop she had stolen 
from the grill last week which we both had a good laugh about.   
 
Michele has really taken to her and I think now realises what great pets they make and is delighted to have 
her in our lives.  Belle is getting on great with our other dog Susie who is really starting to accept her and I’m 
sure they will be great friends. Belle is a gorgeous, gentle, kind, sweet and occasionally cheeky dog who is 
officially part of our family and we wouldn’t change her for the world.  We are forever indebted to Kerry 
Greyhound Connection for giving us Belle. 

After the four weeks he still does not take treats from the hand, but responds well to praise and has even 
started to recognize his name sometimes, or at least his name now translates to something like a "nice and 
pleasant ear scratch". 
 
If you have a greyhound already, I bet he has his very own quirks and little fears.  So when you get the 
other one, be prepared that they indeed are much more different than one would anticipate. 
As for the coping bit - the greyhound will do everything to please you.  So make sure you have a consistent 
opinion on what is and what is not OK, and apart from that - they will show how they want to live together. 

ANOTHER  IRISH  HAPPY  TAILS 

Working from home! - Belle checking 
out the KGC website 
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Our Contact Information 
 

IRELAND 
For homing enquiries in Ireland please contact Clare or Amanda on 087 982 2695 or email Karen at  
kerrygreyhound@eircom.net 
 
For enquiries about helping with publicity, fundraising or volunteering in Ireland please contact Sarah on 087 985 
3493 or ratties@eircom.net 
 
UK 
For homing enquiries in the UK please contact Bronwen on  075 000 626 48 or PO Box 58, Cromer, Norfolk. UK. 
NR27 7AG or email bronwen@kerrygreyhounds.co.uk 
 
For enquiries about UK fundraising and merchandise please contact Tracey on 07766 222706 or email 
tracey@kerrygreyhounds.co.uk 
 

www.kerrygreyhounds.co.uk     -     www.kerrygreyhounds.ie 

HAPPY  TAILS 

Flurry, now called Charlie,  found his forever home in April in 
Cromer with John and Shelia,  and Staffie Tammy.  The two 
black and white dogs make a very elegant pair and 
complement each other very well.  Charlie is a very laid back 
boy - so he copes well with his bubbly new friend.  And we are 
very happy that John has joined us as a new volunteer!  

 
 
 
Stars was 
first adopted 
in 2008 but 
sadly his adopter died and Stars returned to our care.  We 
always take a dog back if an adopter dies, if there is no-
one suitable or who wants to keep the dog.   Stars went to 
be fostered with Paula and Paul and rescued GSD cross 
Louis.  Although he was only went as a foster dog he won 
their hearts and has ended up staying and being adopted, 

so he now helps other new foster dogs settle in! 
 
Bear and Busby, now called Sidney and 
Joey,  were adopted by Allegonda and Gary from 
Nottinghamshire in March. They were an 
inseparable pair of hounds and so we really wanted 
them to stay together.   Allegonda and Gary came 
to meet our van on the way from Ireland.  They met 
their hounds and took them straight home, so they 
were very lucky dogs to go straight into their forever 
home.   


