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H ello again, it doesn't seem long since the start of the year and already we have homed 35 dogs so far this 
year.  7 hounds have found homes in their native Ireland, and 28 in the UK.  Five have travelled to Belgium 

and we have more going to Belgium and to Germany in March. 
 
Last year we homed 129 hounds ourselves, and we placed a further 71 with other rescues, making a round total 
of 200 hounds.  We keep in contact with the rescues we work with and they let us know how our hounds get on.   
 
We've homed another litter of puppies this year, this time there were seven pups, not wanted, as a result of their 
parentage.  The pups were going to be destroyed so we rescued them, and needless to say they have all found 
loving new homes. 
 
At the moment we are very short of people to offer temporary foster homes to our hounds.  We are doing some 
advertising to recruit new people.  We would really love to find more foster homes.  We need people in Ireland 
(especially in Co Kerry), and in the UK (especially in Norfolk).  Foster homes are an invaluable resource for us, 
as it enables us to make a better assessment of a hound than we can when the dog is in kennels, which is really 
useful for us and for prospective adopters.  The kennels we use in Co Kerry and in Norfolk also provide good 
care for our dogs and we could not manage without them.  It's really good where possible though, for the dog to 
be able to move to a foster home and to get used to a home environment. 
 
For our fosterers, fostering can also be a great way for someone to have the care and companionship of a dog 
but without the long term commitment, which really suits some people.  It's also cost-free, as we will cover all 
expenses.  We also give support and expert advice to our fosterers as needed.  If you would like to know 
more, please contact us - our numbers/email 
addresses are on the back page. There is also 
more information about fostering on our 
website.  It is a really valuable way that you can 
help hounds.  It also means another life saved - if 
you can take an extra hound - we can rescue 
another one. 
 
We are happy to say that these two hounds 
Scooby and Shaggy (now called Paddy and 
Bram), who were long stay dogs, have recently 
found their forever home together.  They had 
been with us some months as it's hard to find 
homes for two dogs together, especially for two 
males.  We sometimes have pairs who have lived 
together a long time and are firm friends and we 
really don't want to split them up.  If anyone would 
like to offer a home to two please let us know, it’s 
wonderful when two buddies get to spend the rest 
of their lives together.    
 

Jill  x 

WELCOME TO OUR SPRING 2010 NEWSLETTER 
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A few of our adopted hounds can find it difficult to be on their own at first as they have always lived with 

other greyhounds in a very predictable routine. Our trainer Sue describes some of the ways you can help 
your hound cope with learning to feel safe when left alone.   

 

SEPARATION ANXIETY 
 
This is a very distressing condition for both new owner and dog.  It is the canine equivalent of a panic 
disorder.  Sometimes newly homed greyhounds find it difficult to cope with being left alone and can 
be destructive and vocal when left. They stick to their owners like glue, following them obsessively 
from room to room.   
 
It’s a good idea when adopting your greyhound to make sure you are able to spend a lot of time with 
him in the first couple of weeks. You can then help him to adjust and cope with short absences and 
reduce his dependency on you.  However, do not give your over attached dog constant attention, try 
and ignore him for short periods. (Not all the time, that would be inhumane)! If you respond to every 
approach of your dog with pleasurable attention then it is going to be more difficult for him to develop 
independency. Make sure that you are the initiator of such approaches. 

 
A stair gate can be very 
useful during this training 
period. Maybe leave the 
dog in the kitchen with a 
chew or a Kong and go and 
sit in another room whilst 
he can still see you but not 
actually make contact with 
you. Don’t leave him for too 
long so that he becomes 
anxious at being apart from 
you.  Practice this 
throughout the day.  Once 
he is calm and relaxed 
about this, the next step 

could be actually shutting 
the door so the dog can’t 
see you. Just do this for a 

very short time at first, then build up to longer periods. If the dog gets distressed then you are moving 
faster than the dog can cope with so go back a step.   
 

TRAINING SPOT 
By Sue Shearing - our resident dog trainer 

and fosterer of troubled hounds 

This is Guy who is waiting for his new home.  Guy has found it hard to be 
left but with training by his foster mum Sarah he is getting much better. 
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If all goes well then you can try leaving the house for a few minutes.  Before you leave your dog 
make sure he has had plenty of exercise and give him a small meal in addition to something he can 
chew. Make sure that you leave something really tasty and interesting and reserve these treats for 
when you are absent so the dog starts to pair (associate) your leaving with a special treat. It may 
also help to leave the radio or television on.  You could also leave him with something that has your 
scent on it.   
 
Sometimes the dog can start to be anxious at predictors of your imminent departure, for example 
putting on your coat and picking up car keys.  To defuse this vary your routine as much as possible, 
put your coat on and then take it off. Pick up keys and then put them down. Walk out the door and 
then walk back in again. Go out to car, start engine, then come back in again.  Always be calm 
about your departures and returns and never ever punish the dog for something that has happened 
in your absence. It will only increase the dog’s anxiety about your homecoming. 
 
Sometimes a crate is recommended as a solution to separation anxiety problems but this can 
induce panic and hysteria and dogs in a close confinement can cause serious damage to 
themselves. A crate should only be used if the dog is totally comfortable and calm with it and 
regards it as a safe haven. This can be achieved over time by feeding the dog in the crate with the 
door open and generally making it feel a good comfortable place to be in. Never leave the dog 
crated for long periods. 
 
DAP Diffusers 
There is a product that has proven to be very effective in calming anxious dogs; it is a diffuser that 
can be plugged in and used in the room where you leave your dog.  Developed for pet owners by 
vets, DAP™ (Dog Appeasing Pheromone) mimics the properties of the natural pheromones of the 
lactating female. Within three to five days after giving birth, the female generates pheromones that 
give their puppies a sense of well-being and reassurance, known as appeasing pheromones.  By 
replicating this signal of comfort, DAP helps alleviate fear and stress related signs in the puppy and 
adult dog.   

We Need a Second Volunteer Dog Trainer to Help Us 

We offer advice and support to adopters of our Kerry Greyhounds.  Mostly this is about normal and 
straightforward 'settling in' issues but for some hounds more expert advice can be needed, such as 
issues like getting used to small dogs, or separation anxiety. We would very much like to find a 
second trainer to help our trainer Sue, to share the work and to cover when Sue is not 
available.  Would you like to help us and also build up your own experience?    
 
We are looking for someone who uses positive reinforcement in their training methods and has a 
good understanding of the principles involved.  Please contact Sue on 07826 847879 for a chat 
about what’s involved. 

www.kerrygreyhounds.co.uk     -     www.kerrygreyhounds.ie 
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GREYS IN IRELAND 
By Amanda Saunders Perkins 

Hello Fellow Greyhounders! 
 

 A very Happy New Year to all greyhoundy people! Good wishes to everyone else as well but greyhound 
adopters and supporters are at the top of my list ☺ 
 

Well, we’ve got through another winter of snow and storm and the witch hazel is in flower once more, 
reminding us of the new year of greyhound work to come. 
 

 We’re feeling pretty pleased with the way things are going so far this year! We had our first ever KGC 
Conference in a very pleasant hotel in Killarney – dog friendly, of course, so we were able to bring our greys 
along for the craic, and a couple of honorary greys too aka Poppy the Dalmatian and Baily the GSD collie X – 
we got lots of work done and jobs sorted and we have an official board of Directors now, how cool is that?? 
Dog walks were enjoyed and much pizza and wine consumed – what more could one ask of a weekend?! 

 
We’ve also homed five greys here in Ireland already this year, a 
sixth going to his forever home tomorrow, and we have three 
more homes in the pipeline… we’re very happy about this and are 
really hoping that the positive publicity that we’re doing,  and 
which each individual greyhound we get ‘out there’ does as well,  
is beginning to make some little ripples over here. Every 
greyhound is a brilliant ambassador for the breed as we know so 
‘get ‘em out there in public and show ‘em off’ is our motto!  
 
We now have business cards with a contact number for each 
region which can be carried when out with hounds so that anyone 
who expresses the remotest interest in your hound gets our 
contact details.  If you are in Ireland and would like to get 
involved,  just ask for a bunch of these and some posters to put 
up to help us continue to spread the word about how ‘greyhounds 
make greyt pets’. 
 

As always, we want to do more for these houndies - to borrow the 
famous marketing phrase of a hair-care company… ‘because they’re worth it!’ So we’re still looking for ways to 
promote them here in Ireland. It really isn’t a very pet-friendly culture over here and greyhounds are still seen 
by many to be some sort of agricultural animal, rather than one you’d bring indoors and share your home with. 
Any ideas of how to counteract this cultural perspective are always welcome. So, if your great aunt Ethel is a 
marketing or publicity person who might like to give the greyhounds the benefit of her time and know-how, just 
put her in touch with us!  
 

All new initiatives and ideas will be ‘greytfully’ received – nothing is too loony for us committed greyhound folk 
to consider! Our programme of school talks is about to take the schools by storm – though admittedly the last 
school talk I did elicited only three questions from one earnest child: “If I adopt one can I race it?” (note the ‘it’ 
there), “Why can’t I race it?” And (the classic…) – “But how would you know if I was, missus?” 
Ah… bless their little hearts, don’t you just love ‘em?? 
 

Still, we’ll get back out there, nothing ventured nothing gained, and the hardest journey begins with a single 
step, but you have to keep on stepping. Just look at the Witch Hazel, flowering through the snow. Onward and 
upward!! 
 

Amanda x  ☺ 

Maeve - one of the greyhounds who 
found a home in Ireland this year. 
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Since the Jamboree in Killorglin last June, the Irish team has begun to grow and organise itself around 
our epicentre of greyhound rescue in Kerry.  Monthly phone conferences helped to keep contact going 
as we are scattered around the edges of the island, and while the distances may not seem enormous, 
in a country with poor roads, getting together calls for long, tiring drives.  Despite this we managed to 
hold a face to face meeting in Roscrea last September. 
 
With Ireland beginning to catch up with the rest of the world by introducing legislation to regulate and 
register charities, it became apparent that we had to give KGC Ireland a formal structure and apply for 
a charity number.  Kamelia and Jennifer got to work on researching and drafting us a constitution, 
based on the way long-established charities here are organised – no trusts, very few companies,  as 
few are large or wealthy enough to warrant it,  so mostly unincorporated associations.  There was a 
great deal to discuss and the phone conferences really weren’t good for long sessions, so Amanda’s 
solution to this task was to organise a weekend meeting in the dog-friendly Dromhall hotel in Killarney 
on the first weekend in February.  I’m delighted to report that after a very long meeting during which 
we had a great deal of discussion, we had agreed our constitution and appointed a Board for Kerry 
Greyhounds Ireland. 
   
Sunday’s meeting revolved around organisation and allocation of tasks, facilitated by Jennifer’s 
impressive list of all the jobs that need to be done around rescuing greyhounds.  On a personal level 
the weekend was also a great success, since those of who had only been hearing about each other 
finally got to meet and put faces to names.  In a break during Saturday’s meeting we also got to meet 
Katie who rescues, and looks after many of the hounds in her kennels.  She arrived from Macroom 
kennels to deliver new grey girl Pads to Amanda. 

 
Our hounds (and honorary 
hounds) acquitted themselves 
well in the hotel bedrooms 
and lifts and were much 
admired by staff and patrons 
alike.  On Sunday, those of us 
who didn’t have to rush off 
home rewarded their patience 
with a romp near the Blue 
Lake near Muckross Park in 
Killarney, and we humans got 
to stretch our legs too, in 
readiness for the long drive 
home. 
 
 

KGC IRELAND -  Progress Report  
By Margaret Moran 

www.kerrygreyhounds.co.uk     -     www.kerrygreyhounds.ie 
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Cedric (formerly known as Howie), was adopted by Toms and Emily who live in Galway in November 
2009.  Here's their story of how he settled in to his new home.   
 
In these three weeks Cedric has learned the stairs. First time I was trying to get him upstairs, it seemed that that 
will never happen.   But three days later he was flying up and down. Over the rest of time he has refined his 
technique so that there is no embarrassing slipping and now he is a stairs pro. 
 

We have also taught him his name. I have a slight suspicion that he thinks that "Cedric" means cookie in human 
language though.  Cedric has also been a chat topic wherever we go, and we are actively educating the society 
about the situation of greyhounds in Ireland.   And today me and Cedric went to the post.   I tried to 
convince the clerk that greyhounds are not dogs (since dogs were not allowed, but I had to send a few packages 
since business is booming before Christmas, hee hee), and, surprisingly she replied 
that they are not cats either.   I have no idea where one could end up with such logic, but it sounded like she 
agrees. 

 

We have been walking with him a lot.  Almost not a single walk missed (well, there was one time, when 
everybody was tired and it was raining and everything. But that's just one time, hee hee).  So he 
gets a walk in the morning and afternoon.  And sometimes even in between.  On weekends we go to walk to 
town to do some shopping, and these times Cedric also comes and gets some extra mile on his tachometer. 
 

Regards walking, I have developed a hypothesis, 
the only reason why Cedric is not too fond of 
cats, is because he thinks that a cat might sneak 
up from behind and spook him. We have met a 
few cats, and on one of the late walks we also 
saw a fox.  As always, I was marvelled by the 
beauty of this animal and totally forgot my 
excited friend for a second.  The latter was 
staring intensely trying to figure out which part of 
it would best suit for a hat.  But it all went well of 
course and I just pulled Cedric away.  Now it has 
become a tactic - whenever we see a cat, we just 
move on and tell Cedric something in the lines of 
"Oh yes, oh yes, it is a cat, he will sneak up from 
behind and bite in your back".  Cedric follows 
without much hassle but keeps looking if the cat 

is really coming or not.  As we are talking his ears full, he does not have time to prepare for a bark.   Oh, by the 
way - did you know that greyhounds can also bark?  That was news to me! 
 
We are letting him sleep on a blanket next to our bed and that seems to please him.  He is getting to know us 
and we are getting to know him.  For one we have learned that Cedric is not as enthusiastic about rain as we 
are.   Then also he has found his evil double in the kitchen.  The evil double lives on the roof and is looking down 
on him through the ceiling window.  Evil double comes out only in the evenings (when it is brighter inside and so 
the window is reflecting Mr Busytails).  First he tried to bark him off the roof, but that did not work and now he is 
a bit shy to go to the other end of the kitchen.  After lunch we always bring him out in the garden, now he just 
runs quickly by his evil double - "not looking up, not looking up, I'm not looking up".  But occasionally he does 
look up, and there is that scary greyhound on the roof again and that requires a lot of bark. We are sharply 
fooing him, and then he goes like - "What? He started first!" but eventually he calms down.  So I'd say we don't 
have any attitude problems! 

CEDRIC’S NEW HOME 
 By Toms Baugis 
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Cute little Oliver is our youngest recruit 
to Kerry Greyhounds.  His mum Tracey 
is our UK merchandise co-ordinator, 
and she also does home-checks, 
adoptions, fundraising, and lots of other 
jobs in KG, often taking Oliver along 
with her to help.  Here he is with 
Murphy, one of Tracey and Colin's 
adopted hounds.   
 
Note:  Very close supervision of 
babies with dogs is needed at all 
times. 
 
 

 

ANIMAL HEAVEN RESCUE 
 By Margaret Moran  

Starting Young ! 

www.kerrygreyhounds.co.uk     -     www.kerrygreyhounds.ie 

In January we organised an appeal for a mixed breed rescue in Co Kerry who were struggling in the 
snow and freezing  weather, and running low on funds for feeding the animals. Kerry Greyhounds 
supporters sent donations totalling  over €890 / £800 to help.  Margaret went to see Animal Heaven 
during her visit to Kerry, this is her report. 
 
Amanda suggested that Anne and I join them on a trip to see Animal Heaven for ourselves. As it was 
glorious morning – Mediterranean blue skies even if it was freezing cold – we jumped at the chance.  
Animal Heaven is remote – up the mountain on a winding side road, then down  a very potholed lane – 
but the view is just breathtaking. Having been a  complete wimp on paved city streets during the cold 
snowy spell, I can’t  imagine how Suzanne managed to get up those roads to get to the place, she’s 
some sort of hero in my book. 
 
There are some dogs awaiting rescue in well-secured runs (escape artist collies!) and a large comfy 
wooden stable block where the horses are housed, along with the last of the 200 rescued chickens who 
are waiting for good homes.  There were three dogs roaming free, and it was three legged Toby who 
barked the loudest as he followed us round on our visit. 
 
Inside the stable block we met an adorable puppy who won’t be waiting long for a home I suspect,  and 
all of the happy horses.  Then we noticed Honky. There he was basking in the sun on the dung heap – 
the biggest happiest pig  you could wish to see!  
 
To all of KGC adopters who contributed to the emergency fund for Animal Heaven, Suzanne sends 
heartfelt thanks. As for me, having visited there, I can tell you that it went to a very good place, and that I 
hope to visit  there again when I’m next in Kerry. 
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‘DOG TRIP’ FROM KERRY TO NORFOLK 23-24 JANUARY  
 By Jill Saunders 

People sometimes ask us why we bring dogs over from Ireland when there are many greyhounds already here 
who are in need of homes.  In a nutshell, we do this because there are too many greyhounds and not enough 
homes in Ireland, so the way that we can save a few more of them is to bring them over to homes in the UK, 
and some also go to homes in Europe.  When Amanda set up Kerry Greyhounds in 2002 the idea was to run a 
very small rescue, and to home dogs wherever possible in Ireland.  The organisation has grown a lot since 

then but it’s still our philosophy, and it always will be, to home as many 
hounds as we can in Ireland.   However at the present time, it’s still an uphill 
struggle to convince people that greyhounds make good pets/companion 
dogs.  Our numbers of hounds homed in Ireland is going up which we are very 
happy about, but whilst there are literally thousands of dogs in need of homes, 
we will continue to maximise the number of homes for hounds by bringing 
dogs to the UK, and also placing them with other rescues in Europe where 
they actually have a shortage of greyhounds in some countries (those where 
there is not a racing industry).   
 
We bring dogs over the UK around once a month, sometimes twice a 
month.  When Amanda and I started doing this back in 2005, we brought 4-6 
dogs at a time across Ireland in an estate car.  Volunteer and friend Chris 
helped us on the UK side, driving a van kindly loaned to us for trips by 
Greyhound Rescue West of England.  Having several dogs in a car was not 
ideal so as soon as we had the funds we bought two vans; one (the big white 
van!), to be based in Ireland and the other one, (the big red van!) in 
Norfolk.  Acquiring the two vans which are kitted out with crates for safety and 
the comfort of the dogs, has been a major improvement, both for the hounds 
and for the volunteers involved. 

 
This is how it works:  the Irish van loads up the 
dogs from the different kennels, and from 
Amanda’s (who is usually fostering at least one or 
two), in Co Kerry, around lunchtime, usually on a 
Friday or Saturday. The dogs all have ID put on 
their collars with both Irish and UK contact 
numbers on, for safety during the journey.  The 
drivers then set off for the ferry at Rosslare and 
catch the ferry at nine o’clock that night, after 
giving the dogs a walk on Rosslare beach (very 
nice in the summer, not so good in the dark in the 
winter!).   On the trips the dogs are got out, 
exercised and fed and watered around every 3-4 
hours.  The ferry arrives at Pembroke in Wales at 
1am the next morning, where the UK van is waiting 
to meet them.  The Irish team hands over the dogs, the vaccination cards and any other paperwork, including 
Pet Passports if any dogs will be going to Europe.  The two teams walk the dogs together at a grassy place we 
have found near to Pembroke Dock, and have a chat, giving any other information about the dogs.  The dogs 
are then loaded onto the UK van and fed and watered, and the Irish drivers and van then goes back on the 
return ferry to Rosslare at 02.45am to head home, whilst the UK van sets off to travel back to Norfolk.  It is a 
very long journey but the hounds cope with it incredibly well, and distress or travel sickness on the journey is 
rare.  
 
 

Caramel: 
"Are we nearly there yet?"  

Halfway Hounds:  The Irish van coming off the ferry 
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On the trip on 23-24 January Jenn and Jaap drove 
the Irish van and they met Pete and Sarah at 
Pembroke.  We usually bring 9 dogs but on this trip 
there was several more on board as we had five 
puppies who all shared one crate, plus there were 
Caramel, Fran, Finlay, Bonny, Funny Girl, Pixie, 
Evie, Eric and Jess.  Caramel is one of the dogs 
featured in our ‘Sponsor a Kennel’ scheme, he was 
in kennels in Ireland prior to the trip and so the 
people who have sponsored an Irish Kennel will be 
updated in their next letter about his trip from the 
kennels to his new home. 
 
Fran was the first greyhound off the van as she 
went to a home near Bristol, so Pete and Sarah met 
Fran’s adopters at 5am at a meeting place on the 
M4 near Bristol. All the dogs were ready for a 
‘comfort break’ and the people who adopted Fran 

kindly helped Pete and Sarah give all the dogs a short walk.  The next stop was Clacket Lane Services on the 
M25 where five hounds were being met by another van – this one from the Belgian rescue we work with.  They 
took Funny Girl, Pixie, Evie, Eric and Jess off to go to new homes in 
Belgium.   Four of the five pups were also met at this stop as they all 
had found homes in the Sussex / Herts area.  All these homes are 
home-checked and approved prior to the dogs coming over, so there is 
always a lot of work and organisation to dovetail together before and 
during the trip.   
 
The big red van then set off again with just four hounds left on board – 
three adults and one pup.  Finlay was met in Norwich by the people 
who have now adopted him, and Bonny was met by Jean, one of our 
team who is fostering her.  Caramel continued on the van to Cromer 
where he was met and taken to his new home.  He was placed there 
on a ‘home on trial’ basis, and its good news, he has settled in well and 
he has been adopted, and now called Kippah (as he kips a lot! ☺).  
The last puppy who we called Poppy, did not have a permanent home 
and went to a foster home with Ally, one of our team, in Sheringham.  
Poppy did not hang around long though and went to a new home in 
Suffolk just a week later.   
 
No rest yet though for the poor drivers who have by now been on the go for 
around 24 hours.  The vans need cleaning, the bedding washing and got 
ready for the next outing!  Another successful trip accomplished though.   
 
I’d just like to say a huge thank you to everyone who helps out on these marathon dog trips, the ‘van teams’ in 
Ireland are either Jenn and Jaap, or Amanda and daughter Hannah, and in the UK the regular team is Pete and 
Sarah. We also have some people who live close to the route who often help, usually in the middle of the night, 
with walking the dogs at the stops.  There’s a saying .. ‘You don’t have to be mad to work here, but it helps’..… 
in the case of our dog trips though,  I think you do have to be just a bit mad.. in the nicest possible way though 
of course! ☺  

Jill x 

‘Still Smiling’ 
Jenn, Jaap and Pete at 1am 

“Hello Mum” 
One of the pups with 

adopter Louise 



 

10 

 
 
 
 OUR NEW ONLINE SHOP 
 

We launched our new online shop in November.  You can find the shop by going to our website 
kerrygreyhounds.co.uk or kerrygreyhounds.ie and then click onto KGC shop.  We sell coats and collars for 
hounds, clothes for humans and also a range of gifts and cards, and many other items including 
Sponsorships (more about this later). 
 
If you don't have access to the internet and would like a brochure please contact us.  We will be producing 
a paper brochure during the year which will be sent out with our Autumn newsletter, but if you would like us 
to send you one as soon as it's ready, please contact Tracey on 07766 222706 or write to us at Kerry 
Greyhounds, PO Box 58, Cromer, UK, NR27 7AG. 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
We received a fantastic donation of £5000 in October of last year.  We would like to say thank you again to 
the extremely kind and generous lady who donated this gift, which has really helped us to be able to 
continue to keep some dogs in kennels in Norfolk.    
 
We would like to thank the Department of Agriculture in Ireland for a further grant of €6000 again this year.   
 
Thank you also to Mars in the Community for a grant of £750 towards costs of developing more foster 
homes in the Kings Lynn area. 
 
And thank you to everyone who has made donations to Kerry Greyhounds - every donation is very much 
appreciated.  Our appeal for funds for Christy's operation which was in the last newsletter and on our 
website as our 'Christy-mas Appeal', raised over £1000 towards the operation and follow up treatment.  
  
 

HOLIDAY IN CROMER FUNDRAISER 

Two members of our Norfolk Team, Margaret and Pete Cole,  who own two holiday chalets in Cromer have 
donated a weeks holiday in a dog friendly chalet to raise funds for Kerry Greyhounds.  The chalet is on the 
King’s Chalet Park in Cromer on the beautiful North Norfolk coast.  The holiday is 24 - 31 July 2010.  The 
chalet will be auctioned on eBay from 14 - 28 March.  So get bidding!  If you don’t have access to eBay 
and would like to bid for the week in the chalet please contact Tracey on 07766 222706. 
 
If anyone would like more information about booking one of  the chalets for a different week, Margaret and 
Pete can be contacted on 01263 513932.   Kerry Greyhounds adopted hounds stay for free, and if when 
you book you say that you are a Kerry Greyhounds supporter then Margaret and Pete will kindly give us a 
£20 donation.  
 

FUNDRAISING NEWS 

www.kerrygreyhounds.co.uk     -     www.kerrygreyhounds.ie 
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Fundraising Events Diary 
 

Forthcoming Fundraising Dates in Norfolk 
 
We have a full diary of fundraising dates for supermarket / store collections and events in Norfolk coming up this 
year, so we need lots of volunteers to help please!  
 
 

Please email us on jill@kerrygreyhounds.co.uk or contact us on 075000 62648 (unless there is a number beside 
the event),  if you can help with any or some of these dates.   

 
 

We can’t do all the fundraising we need to for the hounds, without more help! 
 
Saturday 27 March—Supermarket Collection at B&Q, Norwich 9am - 5pm.  Volunteers needed, please contact 
Maxine on 07810 251898 or e-mail max@kerrygreyhounds.co.uk 
 
Sunday 11 April - Sponsored Walk and Street Collection, Cromer.  Volunteers needed. (Please see poster 
overleaf).  
 
Saturday 24 April -Supermarket Collection at Budgens, Cromer 
 
Saturday 22nd May - Dance 8pm - 12, Queen Elizabeth Village Hall, Worstead.  Groovin' for the greyhounds (part 
2!) to Norwich band - The Bristol Johnson Experience.  Hot dogs, burgers & bar.   Free parking.  Doors open 
7.30pm.  Tickets £5 available from Vicki 07939 116445  -  put it in your diary! 

 
Saturday 29 May  - Stall at Haymarket, Norwich.  Please contact Hayley on 07799 061649 
 
Saturday 29 May - Supermarket / Street Collection at Roy’s of Wroxham, Hoveton 

 
Saturday 19 June - Stall at Haymarket, Norwich.  Please contact Hayley on 07799 061649 
 
Saturday 26 June - Supermarket Collection at Morrisons, Cromer 
 
Saturday 10 July - Collection at Lathams, Potter Heigham 
 
Saturday 17 July - Street Collection and Market Stall, Sheringham 
 
Saturday 24 July  - Stall at Haymarket, Norwich.  Please contact Hayley on 07799 061649 
 
Saturday 21 August  - Stall at Haymarket, Norwich.  Please contact Hayley on 07799 061649 
 
Sunday 5th September - Stand at Norfolk Gala Day 
 
Saturday 25 September - Collection at Lathams, Potter Heigham 
 

September - Our Annual Fun Dogshow - date to be arranged.  
 
Sunday 3 October - Sponsored Walk and Street Collection, Runton Road, Cromer.  Volunteers needed please 
contact Bronwen on 01406 363379 or 07850 498809 or e-mail bronwen@kerrygreyhounds.co.uk 
 
Saturday 9 October - Supermarket collection at Sainsbury’s, North Walsham 
 
Saturday 16 October - Supermarket collection at Morrisons, Cromer 
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Irish Publicity & Fundraising Diary 
 

2nd “Celebrating Greyhounds” Jamboree and Sponsored Walk 
Friday 18th  June to Sunday 20th June 2010 

 
Come and join us for a fun greyhound weekend—stay at West’s Dog Friendly Caravan and Camping 
Park, Killorglin, Co Kerry.  Booking details will be available on the website soon. 
 
Our Sponsored Dog Walk will take place in Killarney National Park on Saturday 19th June 2010.  Please 
contact Amanda for more information on 087 982 2695 or email: kerrygreyhound@eircom.net 
 

 

Pet Expo at the RDS, Dublin 
2nd July  -  4th July 2010 

 

Visit the Kerry Greyhound Connection stand at Pet Expo to meet our team of volunteers. We’ll have 
some hopeful hounds seeking homes as well as some happy hounds who already have homes there for 
you to meet! 
 
 

Hound Walks in Kerry – Volunteers Needed! 
 
The Irish Team at KGC walk the greyhounds in our care at the Beaufort kennels three times a week.  The 
walk is a social gathering for the hounds and the volunteers.  These regular walks allow us get to know 
each hound individually.  This helps us to a hound to a home.   It’s also a great opportunity to catch up on 
all the gossip about our dogs and other KGC matters. With hounds constantly coming in it can be very 
busy as details of each new hound have to be recorded.  New hounds must also be photographed for our 
website. Some hounds are camera shy so it takes time and patience to get them to show their best!  The 
most rewarding and busiest, days, are those that see a hound setting off to a new home. 
 
With up to 14 hounds in the kennels at any one time KGC are always in need of more hands.  So, if you 
have an hour to spare and want to see why we are all crazy about hounds please join us for a walk. 
  
Details for the walks are as follows: 
Mondays 3.30pm - team leader Amanda Tel: 087 982 2695   
Wednesdays 10am - team leader Amanda 
Saturdays 11.30am team leader Clare Tel:  087 638 7157      
 

 
Greyhound Playdates in Dublin 

 
A group of adopters meet at a well-fenced sports ground in Dublin to give our hounds a fun run on 
Sundays at 3pm. Non-greyhounds are welcome too! If you’d like to join us, call Kamelia on 087 276 2980 
for details.  
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We have several dogs who have been with us quite a while.  Greyhounds have frequently had very poor 
socialisation as puppies and some need more time to get used to other dogs.  Barking and pulling can be signs 
of anxiety and fear around other dogs, and these dogs need ongoing training.  We will give advice with this as 
needed, to adopters or fosterers who are willing to give one of these hard-to-home dogs their chance of a 
home.  Please contact us if you would like to know more about any of the dogs featured here.  They all really 
need a home.   
 
Guy 
Guy is a big black and white boy who is affectionate with people.  He is a playful boy and 
loves to run off lead in an enclosed space.  He gets on well with other greyhounds but is 
nervous around other dogs and will often bark first at them.  This has improved with 
training and socialisation.  Guy walks well on the lead although he can pull.  He needs 
someone to continue his training which we can give advice and support with.  Guy can be 
left for up to four hours at a time and is clean in the house.    
                                                  
Miko 

Miko is a beautiful big brindle boy who is four years old.  Miko has spent all his life in 
kennels and has not been given a chance to get used to other dogs, so he needs 
someone who will continue to train him to get on with other dogs he meets on his 
walks. Miko enjoys being with other greyhounds.                                       
                                                          
                      Sprite 
Sprite is a big blue four year old boy who needs an 
experienced dog owner who can work with him.  He is a big 
strong lad who needs a loving home with someone who is 
happy to continue his socialisation with other dogs.  He is also 

a playful and affectionate dog in his foster home.  Sprite would be best to be homed as an 
only dog or with a quiet female.  Sprite doesn’t mind being left alone, and he is 
housetrained.  
 
Mylie 

Mylie is a pretty black two year old girl.  Mylie can be a bit of 
a bossy girl so she would be best to be homed on her own, 
or with a quiet male greyhound or other large dog.  Mylie is 
very affectionate and friendly with people, and she will make 
a lovely companion for someone. 
          Kellie 
Kellie is a lovely and affectionate girl.  She is still getting 
used to small dogs but she is doing very well with her 

         training and is not difficult to handle. 
 
Hard to Home Boys - Blackie and Miller  
Blackie and Miller are two four year boys who have always been together and get on very well together. They 
have not been with us long but as they are big black boys who are four years old we think they will be quite hard 
to home, especially as we would love to home them together.  Miller is friendly, playful and outgoing; Blackie is 
quieter.  Both were injured during racing but they are both fit and well now and we would love to find them a 
home where they could stay together, but if we can't find a home together they can be homed separately. 

LONG STAY HOUNDS 
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After a trial run with four of our long stay hounds on a Sighthounds forum on the internet last Summer, 
we decided to launch our very own Sponsor Scheme at the end of 2009. 
  
The greyhounds which feature in our Sponsor Scheme all need special care because of medical or behavioural 
issues.   All are living as part of their foster or adoptive family, and will have access to any treatment they need 
for the rest of their lives.   Sponsoring a greyhound is a great way of getting involved with our rescue work, 
especially if you are unable to have a dog of your own, or if you can't fit an extra one in the car!   

Sponsor a Greyhound  
At present we have three greyhounds on the Scheme - Christy, Marley and Belle.  
  
Christy (see photo on next page) has a permanent disability as his bones did not form properly and he has 
malformed bones in three of his legs. Christy is on medication and he underwent surgery on his hind leg in 
November 2009. He is recovering well and will also benefit from hydrotherapy and physiotherapy sessions. 
Despite his disability Christy is a very happy, waggy boy and enjoys his life. He has found a wonderful home, 
however Kerry Greyhounds will need to continue to cover the veterinary costs for his condition. 
  
Marley was taken into Kerry Greyhounds' care at Christmas 2006 - his owner had not even noticed he was blind. 

Marley has settled into foster care with Amanda in Ireland. He is a lovely boy, but 
can be grumpy with other dogs and with people at times, so he has stayed in a 
safe environment where he is loved and understood. One of Marley's favourite 
tricks is to open the door when he wants to come back indoors!   
  
 
Belle was a terrified girl when, along with her pups, she came into our care. She 
had been kept in a field and was frightened of everyone. She hid under a table 
for the first few weeks. Over the past three years she has gained in confidence 
and is now a very happy, funny and affectionate girl. She is still nervous at times, 
but she is now a Kerry Greyhounds 'volunteer' as she helps to settle in new foster 
dogs until they find their new home. 
  
 

 
Sponsor a Kennel 
 There is also a fourth option on our Sponsor Scheme which has proved very 
popular, which is to sponsor a kennel either in Norfolk or Ireland. Sponsors 
are given details of the greyhound that currently occupies the kennel space, 
and updates are then provided on where that particular dog went, and which 
greyhounds have passed through that kennel since. Our kennel greyhounds 
also have trips out for fundraising, walks etc. so you will get to hear all about 
what they have been up to. Most of our rescued greyhounds have spent their 
whole lives in kennels and we aim to move them to a home or a foster home 
as soon as a suitable one is found. We do however really need to continue to 
have a few kennel spaces, so sponsorship is very much needed and 
appreciated. 
  

OUR  KERRY GREYHOUND SPONSOR SCHEME 
By Sarah Fenlon 

Belle 
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Sponsoring a greyhound or a kennel space makes a lovely gift for a friend or family member, or just for yourself! 
Sponsors receive a certificate, updates and photos, our newsletter and a KGC pin badge. There are two options 
for payment of your sponsorship: 

OPTION ONE - By a regular donation by Standing Order each month. We ask you to pledge a minimum of £2 or 
€2 each month (there's no maximum)! 

OPTION TWO - By a payment of £20 or €20 for 12 months sponsorship. 
 
Full details can be found by visiting our website www.kerrygreyhounds.co.uk or www.kerrygreyhounds.ie 
Any questions about the sponsor scheme can be emailed to me at sponsor@kerrygreyhounds.co.uk  
or you can phone us on the numbers in the contact information at the end of this newsletter. 
  
Sarah x 
Sponsorship Administrator 

Updates on Hounds in Our Last Newsletter 

Christy our special needs boy has found an ideal home in 
Worcestershire, with Karen who is a veterinary nurse at an 
orthapaedic vet practice in Worcester.  Christy who is now 
also known as AJ, lives with Karen and her two other dogs 
and cats.  He had an operation on one of his hind legs in 
November, and he is doing well.  He is having hydrotherapy 
to help him regain strength in his leg and to help his general 
mobility.  Kerry Greyhounds will continue to fund Christy's 
long term veterinary care which are related to his condition. 
 
Tucks, who now has the wonderful name of Wombat, has 
found his new home in Winchester with Emma and family, 
and he goes to work with his new mum.  This is what his new 
mum has to say about Wombat - 
“I can't imagine life without Wombat now, he is just so funny.  One favourite thing he does is to forget 
to put his bottom down when he starts to lie down and falls asleep with his big bony bottom up in the 
air.  His coat is so soft and glossy and his tail - though it took a while to warm up - now flies around 
in circles.  He'll come to our sides just to lean, he'll never be seen sleeping without having first 
arranged the cushions as a pillow for his head.  He loves his sofa and his funny collection of objects 
hidden under the cushions and he is very, very, much loved by all of us.  I'm so pleased that we asked 
about him, thank you so much for another really special dog”. Emma xx 
 
And after a year with us, Whisper has found his retirement home by the sea with Joan and two other dogs in 
Cromer in Norfolk.  
 
Hamish and Velvet who were featured in both our Spring and Autumn newsletters last year, have gone to a 
new home together in France, where they now live with Inca, the other dog in the home.  We arranged their Pet 
Passports and they went to their new home with Helen and Martin in Chigne, in France three weeks before 
Christmas. 
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Our Contact Information 
IRELAND 
For homing enquiries in Ireland please contact Amanda on 087 982 2695 or email   
kerrygreyhound@eircom.net 
 
For enquiries about helping with publicity, fundraising or volunteering in Ireland please contact Sarah on 087 985 
3493 or ratties@eircom.net 
 
UK 
For homing enquiries in the UK please contact Jill on  075 000 626 48 or PO Box 58, Cromer, Norfolk. UK. NR27 
7AG or email jill@kerrygreyhounds.co.uk 
 
For enquiries about UK fundraising and merchandise please contact Tracey on 07766 222706 or email 
tracey@kerrygreyhounds.co.uk 
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HAPPY  TAILS 

This is Ted (on the left) who has recently gone to his 
new home in London with Suzanne, Guy and family, 
which includes Sky and Jet, who are two six year old 
greyhound girls, and a cat. Ted, (previously known as 
Beanie), was found as a stray in Ireland.  We thought 
he was a pure greyhound but his huge ears may tell 
another story! 

Another 
wonderful  
photo - this 
one is 
 Sonia and 
her long 
 suffering 
'sister', 
lurcher Poppy. Sonia went to her new home in 2008 in 
Norfolk, with her new family Steve, Melanie and children, 

cats and dogs! 
 
This is Sophie and her feline friend.  We have a lot 
of enquiries from people with cats and although 
most greyhounds can’t live with cats, there are 
definitely some who can.  All these 'Happy Tails' 
featured this time have been homed with 
cats.  Sophie is adopted by Kim and family who 
foster for Kerry Greyhounds.  We carry out an initial 
'cat test' of dogs we think will be 'cat 
friendly',  before placing a dog in a foster home with 
cats, where we can do a longer assessment of 
greyhounds who we feel could live with cats, before they go to new homes.  


