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C ould YOU give one of us a home? – we have around 70 hounds waiting for 
homes in the UK and Ireland – these are just a few.  Our contact info is on the back 

page.  

Carla is a very friendly 3 year 
old black girl.  We think she 
would prefer to be an only 
dog as she just wants all the 
fuss and can be intolerant of 
other dogs.  She loves 
people and just wants her 
chance of a loving home to 
call her own.  
  

Cairo is a handsome boy who has been waiting for some 
time now. He needs either an experienced greyhound 
adopter or someone who is happy to work with us on his 

training as Cairo is still 
being socialised around small dogs.  In his foster 
home he is a clean, friendly and affectionate boy.   
 
Peg & Scholes are a pair of hounds who have been 
waiting a long time for a chance of a new 
home.  They are six years old and have always been 
together. They are 
friendly and patiently 
waiting in kennels in 
Ireland for their 

chance of a home.  Peg & Scholes can go to a home in 
Ireland or in the UK.  We would be very happy for 
someone to foster them first before deciding about 
adopting them.  We are awaiting new pictures so if you 
may be interested in Peg & Scholes please do get  in 
touch. 
 
Tiny & Toto are two small greyhounds, both beautiful 
light brindles. They are 3 years old and are brother and sister who are very attached to 
each other. They have been waiting nearly a year as it’s hard to find a home for two 
together. 
 
For other hounds patiently waiting please see Dilly on page 4 and Taz on page 9.  

WELCOME  TO  OUR  SPRING - AUTUMN  2011  NEWSLETTER 
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Welcome to our first newsletter of 
2011.  Last year was another good year 
for us despite the economic times and 
also some quiet periods.  Our homing 
figures were up again on the previous 
year by about 12%.   In 2010 we homed 
152 hounds, 128 in the UK, 17 in Ireland 
and 7 in Europe.  We placed another 74 
hounds with other rescues, mostly in 
Belgium and Germany.  Unfortunately we 
also had more dogs returned to us last 
year than usual.  This was due to a 
variety of reasons, only a few of these 
returns were related to money. 

So far 2011 is quite quiet on the homing 
front – and we still have as much 
pressure on us to take dogs in as 
ever.  So if you can help a hound 
find a home in any way - from 
fostering one, to helping us with 
publicity or with a 'Meet and 
Greet' at a fundraising event - 
please let us know.  We are a 
f r iendly team and real ly 
appreciate everyone's help.  We 
always need more people as well 
to help us walk the hounds who 
are in kennels whilst waiting for a 
foster home or a permanent 
home.  The kennels we use are 
near Cromer in Norfolk.  

We are arranging all our 
fundraising events for the 
year  so again, if you can come and help 
us, to rattle a tin for a couple of hours 
now and again, please let us know.  It’s a 
continual job to keep raising the money to 
look after the hounds.  We have a great 
team of people who come along regularly 
but it’s great to see new faces as well to 
help lighten the load for everyone.  It’s not 
a bad job either - in general the public in 
the UK are very supportive of what we 
are doing and happy to support us.  We 

had a great fundraiser just before 
Christmas at Morrisons in Cromer where 
we raised over £800 from a collection in 
one day - that's about double the usual 
amount.  So we are ahead of the game 
and already booked two collections in 
Christmas week this year!  

 
Fundraising events are a great way to 
show off a few of our lovely hounds too - 
one of our senior girls found her forever 
home from the collection at Morrisons in 
December where she met people and 
showed everyone her friendly nature and 
waggy tail.  Heppsybar (now called 
Happy) was adopted by Barbara and 

Mark just after the new year.  Here she is 
-  just a few days after she moved in.   

We have a variety of events lined up 
during the year - we've included a list in 
this newsletter - but if you have any ideas 
or events you could help with or you'd like 
us to know about please get in 
touch.  Our contact details are in the 
fundraising section and also on the back 
page.     

UPDATE  FROM  NORFOLK 

Jill 

Happy relaxed in her new home 
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Anne Helferty and I met up with Lucie 
and Tom from Czech Republic rescue 
group, Chrti v Nouzi (Great Hounds in 
Need) and as a result we have a new 
source of homes for hounds in 
Europe.  We go through all their homing 
procedures with every rescue we work 
with,  to make sure they follow the same 
careful processes as we do, of checking 
prospective homes and then following up 
after adoptions, and offering support as 
needed. 
 
October saw a new development on the 
east coast, as we were contacted by one 
of Ireland's TV celebrity vets, Pete 
Wedderburn of Bray to help with a 
greyhound he was treating who had been 
found abandoned in the area. Thanks to 
the kindness of Jan and Pat Byrne in 
Dublin, Oscar had a loving foster home 
until we found his forever sofa. 
 
We were all expecting great things from 
our October Golf Classic event, not least 
because of the hard work and enthusiasm 
volunteer Paul Noctor had put into it, but 
the recession hit the charity event scene 
very hard and only one team turned 
up.  All was not lost as the team 
generously made donations and our 
deposit was returned.  Paul is undeterred 
and hopes to run another one in the 
Spring. 
 
Getting to and from the November Board 
Meeting in Roscrea was an adventure as 
it happened to be during the first snowy 
spell.  As always, it was good to meet and 
talk face to face, much was discussed 
and accomplished.  Amanda brought 
word of a new round of funding cuts from 
Irish Greyhound Board (IGB), this has 
meant the complete withdrawal of the 
neutering subsidy.  

December was a very busy month for us. 
The first batch of hounds went off to their 
new homes in the Czech Republic.  For 
me, I was involved in transporting Oscar 
to the ferry to join the UK trip, getting 
Galway Mickey to Dublin Airport for his 
flight to Sweden and carried out the home 
check and follow up visits for Sunny (now 
Soren) - the seventeenth hound homed in 
Ireland last year. 
 
Amanda, Clare and Sarah (see below), 
are working with the Kerry volunteer 
teams to increase fundraising efforts. 
Their regular Meet and Greet event at the 
Petmania store in Tralee continues, and 
with the offer of new volunteers from 
Cork, and help from Jim Kingham we 
hope to do some Meet and Greet events 
in Cork. 
 
My update in the Autumn newsletter 
prompted some of our adopters in the 
Dublin & Leinster area come forward to 
volunteer. Welcome to Sarah McMillen 
who adopted Sam at Pet Expo in 2009 
and to Michele Hogan and Paul Clancy 
who adopted Belle last summer and 
featured in our last Happy Tails.  Sarah 
got cracking on organising a Meet and 
Greet event at Maxizoo Pet Store in Bray. 
Co Wicklow on January 22nd and with 
Sarah and Sam, Paul, Michele and Belle, 
Karen and Bailey, and Paul and Heather 
Noctor, KGC was well represented.  While 
it wasn't a very busy day, we did get 
some donations and a fair number of 
people got to meet a greyhound for the 
first time.  We're aiming to have a Meet 
and Greet event once a month at a 
different store each time - our next one 
will be held in Maxizoo's Tallaght store in 
Dublin. 
 

Cont’d .... 

UPDATE  FROM  IRELAND 
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Sarah Fenlon in Co Wexford continues to 
run our sponsor scheme - update on back 
page - and on working with trainers and 
other rescues on the East side of Ireland 
to help find more homes for hounds and 
Tam in Dublin continues to create the 
wonderful website profiles of the hounds. 
   
The Kerry volunteer team welcomed a 
new addition early in the new year as 
Sarah Hensman, our talented 
photographer, arrived from Norfolk to 

take up residence and before long 
Amanda had recruited her to head up a 
fund raising committee! We're also 
starting a new marketing committee - and 
we'd really love more volunteers for either 
group. 
   
And don't forget to make a date in your 
diary and book your place at the 
Jamboree!! 
   
       

FOSTERING A GREYHOUND - COULD YOU? 

Margaret 

We know we are always banging on 
about fostering a greyhound but that’s 
because it’s so important for Kerry 
Greyhounds.  Although the dogs we 
have in kennels are well cared for our 
foster homes are where we really get to 
know a hound’s temperament, and this 
helps so much in finding their ‘forever’ 
home.   
 
For most greyhounds this is their first 
experience in a home environment so 
it’s also a time for them to learn about 

living in a home.  It is also less 
expensive for us than kennels – so this 
means we can help more hounds.   
 
We just need more people to foster.  For 
fosterers there’s lots of pluses too – 
number one is that it’s free!  Kerry 
Greyhounds cover all the costs so you 
don’t have to worry about things like vet 
bills.  It’s not a permanent commitment 
which suits some people.  And while we 
know some people don’t want to look 
after a dog and then for the dog to be 

moved on, for other people this 
really feels like a way to help 
many more hounds – and it is 
just that.   
 
Fostering can also be a way of 
looking after a greyhound on a 
trial basis to see if adopting a 
greyhound is for you -  if you 
decide that it is, you can ask to 
adopt your foster dog. 
 
Why not phone us and have a 
chat about it?  Our contact 
numbers for UK and Ireland are 
on the back page.   
 
 

**  I NEED A HOME ** 
Dilly is in a foster home with Hayley, 

Richard and Annabelle (pictured) 

Update from Ireland  Cont’d ... 
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HOUNDS FEATURED IN OUR LAST NEWSLETTER 

We are really delighted to tell you that Miko, one of our very long stay boys has found 
his forever home.  After spending two 
Christmases with us Miko met Bob on 
a walk when he was with his fosterer 
Pat, Bob really took to Miko and 
adopted him.  Miko now lives with Bob 
and his other greyhound Ferel in 
Sudbury. By a big coincidence (maybe 
its fate!) Miko, now called Mikey, and 
Ferel are brothers as they have the 
same father.   
  
Mylie has also found her forever home 
with Zoe, Kevin and children and their 
other Kerry Greyhound Gucci.  Like 
Miko, Mylie had to wait a long time for 
her home but she’s very settled now 
and is love to bits. 
  
Gabby, now called Alice, has found her home in Cromer with Linda and Peter.  She is 
often seen with her new mum walking around Cromer in her bright red coat looking a 
very happy girl.  
 
Mitzi, now called Misty,  who was returned to us after two other homes didn’t work out 

for her, finally found her home with Jan, Albert and 
family near Swaffham in Norfolk.  She lives with 
several other dogs of all sizes, including two little 
dachshunds and another Kerry Greyhound who 
has joined the family since Misty moved in.   
  
Dylan the very nervous boy has found his forever 
home without actually going anywhere!  He’s found 
his home with Amanda and her family in Ireland.  
He went as a foster but he was very hard to move 
on as he was so traumatised.  Luckily for Dylan he 
has become ‘a failed foster’ - one of those who 
somehow get their paws under the table and never 
leave .   
  
George,  another senior dog first of all found a 
home in Cromer but sadly within a few days his 
adopter had been taken ill and George had to 
come back.  But then he was offered a home by 
Isa who is part of the rescue we work with in 

Belgium, and he went to his new home in 
January. Jerry also went to Belgium in December.   

Mikey (on right) with his 
brother Ferel 

George on Eurostar on his 
way to his new life with Isa  

in Belgium 
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Norfolk Fundraising Events Diary 
 
Saturday 9th April – Collection and Meet & Greet outside of Roys at Wroxham 
 

Sunday 17th April - Sponsored Walk, Picnic and Street Collection, Runton Road Car 
Park, Cromer.  Registration is at 10.30am with walk starting at approx 11am.  
Volunteers needed to help with street collection – see opposite for more details.   
 

Saturday 23rd  April – Collection and Meet & Greet at Lathams in Potter Heigham 
 

Friday 6th May - Pamper Evening.   Introducing an exciting new event for all the 
ladies, a Pamper evening at the Poachers Pocket public house in Bacton. Norfolk, 
starting at 7.30pm. Tickets to include a glass of bubbly on arrival.  Different treatments 
and products available... also demonstrations, raffle and lots of goodies and gifts for 
sale.  Tickets are just £5 in advance or £6 on the night. Please make cheques payable 
to Kerry Greyhound Connection, address on back page of this newsletter.   More info 
will be on our website soon or phone Ally on 07776 183407.  All proceeds to the 
hounds. 
  

Saturday 14th May - Collection and Meet & Greet  at Tesco,  Stalham (To be 
confirmed) 
  
Saturday  28th May - Collection and Meet & Greet  at Budgens - Cromer 
 
Sunday 12th June – Collection and Meet & Greet at Morrisons Cromer 
  
Sunday 26th June – Our Stand and Van at North Walsham ‘Fun Day’ at Memorial 
Park, North Walsham 
 
Saturday 30th July – Collection and Meet & Greet  outside of Roys at Wroxham 
  
Sunday 7th August - Our Stand and Van at Frettenham Festival 
 
13th -19th August - Cromer Carnival - KGC Stand and 'Meet & Greet'   
 
Wednesday 17th August - Cromer Carnival Procession.   
 
Sunday 4th September - Our own Fun Dog Show at Frettenham Village Hall 
 
We Need You!  
Volunteers will be needed for all the above events.  If you are not on email but would 
like to help at any of these events please let us know by phone or letter.   If anyone is 
interested in getting more involved with the organisation of these fundraisers or have 
any ideas for others, then please ring and discuss with Maxine on 07810 251898, or 
email Maxine@kerrygreyhounds.co.uk or by post to Fundraising Events, Kerry 
Greyhound Connection,  PO Box 58 Cromer NR27 7AG. 
 

FUNDRAISING  NEWS 

www.kerrygreyhounds.co.uk     -     www.kerrygreyhounds.ie 
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Next UK Sponsored Walk 
Our next fun sponsored walk with picnic 
afterward on the green will be on Sunday 
17 April. It is a great chance to get 
together with each other and all our 
hounds, to meet hounds who are waiting 
for new homes and to raise much 
needed funds.  And of course for a lovely 
ramble along Cromer beach!  There’s no 
set length of walk – Bob will lead a longer 
walk or you can just do a short walk – 
everyone is very welcome.  There will be 
a street collection too and volunteers are 
needed to hold tins. Merchandise will be 
available to purchase.  Please 
contact Bronwen on 075 000 
68648 for more information, or if 
you would like a sponsor form 
sent by post.  Sponsor forms and 
more information are available 
on our website ‘Forthcoming 
Events’ page at 
kerrygreyhounds.co.uk.   
  

Cromer Carnival 
There are events going on in 
Cromer over carnival week 13-19 
August,  based on the Runton 
Road field.  Last year we had our 
stand with hounds there for most 
of the events,  and we found 
there was a lot of interest and 
several homes for hounds came 
out of enquiries received.  We 
also took part in the procession; 
Pete drove the van and a few of 
us  wa lked  beh ind wi th 
hounds.  We would love to have more 
people and hounds in the procession this 
year – your hound does need to be 
confident and not mind some noise and 
strange people    .  We also need more 
people to help us on the stand 
throughout the week as it’s a big time 
commitment.  Please get in touch if you 
can help.  

   Thank Yous 
 

We want to thank all our volunteers for all 
the hard work you regularly put in, and to 
all those people who donate to us – 
without our team we simply couldn’t 
continue to rescue and home the hounds.  
We would also like to thank the Jean 
Sainsbury Animal Welfare Trust for a 
grant of £5000 towards our UK kennel 
costs, and the Department of Agriculture 
in Ireland for a grant of €6000.  A big 
thank you to the fundraising team at the 
Poachers Pocket pub in Bacton in Norfolk 

who raised a fantastic £1005.  We'd like to 
thank one of our valued supporters for her 
wonderful donation of £250 per month to 
towards our kennel costs in the 
UK.  Thank you also to Mark Constantine 
from Lush who donated £1000 to 
us.  Finally we’d like to thank Taverham 
vets for discounting the cost of a blood 
transfusion for a Kerry Greyhound.    
 

FUNDRAISING  NEWS 

Hounds, volunteers and fundraisers at the presentation 
night at the Poachers Pocket.   
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www.kerrygreyhounds.co.uk     -     www.kerrygreyhounds.ie 
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Irish Events Diary 

 

We are arranging to hold Meet & Greets 
on a monthly basis at different 
locations.  Our next major fundraising 
and publicity event will be the Sponsored 
Walk at the Jamboree on Saturday June 
11th in Muckross National Park, 
Killarney.  We are working on building up 
a fundraising team to hold more events, 
so if you would like to get involved with 
the team in Ireland please contact Sarah 
Hensman on 087 762 7490 for more 
information.   
 
Irish Jamboree  
The third annual Jamboree in Co. Kerry 
will take place on June 10th -12th.  It’s a 
get together of supporters/adopters and 
all our hounds of course, staying at dog 

friendly caravan park in Killorglin for 2 
nights. Accommodation is very 
reasonably priced, and you can either 
share a caravan with others or book a 
caravan just for your own use.  Why not 
make a long weekend of it and visit the 
beautiful 'Ring of Kerry' as well?  If 
travelling from the UK cheap flights from 
Ryanair are available between Stansted 
and Kerry.  At the time of going to press 
a return flight for the Thursday to the 
Monday was £42. 
 
Our sponsored walk is on the Saturday in 
the beautiful Killarney National Park.  If 
you would like more information please 
see the poster or contact us about any 
information - details at end of newsletter.  

FUNDRAISING NEWS 

WILL IT BE MY TURN SOON? 
We sometimes have dogs who 'stick'  - they seem 
to get overlooked and wait a long time for a 
home.  Taz is a pretty 6 year old light brindle girl 
but she has been waiting with us for several 
months.   
 

Taz was very fearful when she came to us. She 
was very run down, both mentally and physically. 
Now after several months rehabilitation in a loving 
foster home she is unrecognisable from the dog 
that came to us. She is a happy, sociable girl who 
loves greeting people and other dogs, adores her 
walks and relishes her foster home comforts. 
 

Taz is fostered with Maxine in Norfolk and we 
would really like to find a permanent home for her 
soon.   She has been used for breeding before 
she was no longer wanted and she really deserves 
a home of her own where she will be loved for the rest of her life. She would be best with 
a male dog or as an only dog where there is someone around a lot of the time as she can 
be unhappy if left for long periods.  Could you offer this lovely 'tiger-stripe'  girl her 
'forever' home? If you would like to know more about Taz or would like to come and meet 
her please get in touch with Bronwen on 075 000 62648.  

Taz relaxing in the sunshine 
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HARVEY’S NEW JOB 

Having a busy life myself and seeing my 
greyhounds (four of) doing nothing but lie 
around the place having the nerve to 
look indignant if I have to move the poor 
hard-done-by things to hoover the house 
I decided the time had come for action 
against these lazy lummocks.... so I 
signed my Harvey up for a new job, as 
an Irish Therapy Dog! 
 
We first met the folks at ITD at the Pet 
Expo in Dublin and they seemed a very 
friendly bunch so we sent in the 
application form (well, I must admit that 
Harv didn't help with that part much) and 
Harvey and I were invited along for the 
assessment. This involved Harvey being 
handled by a stranger and various trays 
and wheelchairs being dropped and 
manouvered near him to 
check that a care home 
environment wouldn' t 
stress him out, all of which 
my boy took totally in his 
stride. He was also 
measured for his uniform, 
and a couple of weeks later 
we received a letter to say 
that Harv had passed his 
assessment and that we 
would be informed when a 
local care home required 
our services.  
 
Soon our uniform arrived 
by courier and we received 
details of a local residential 
home for severely mentally 
and physically disabled young adults 
who would love to have us come and 
visit them. The home is only 10 minutes 
away from our house so I was delighted 
to accept. I was put into contact with the 
Activities Co-ordinator of the home and 
the time and date was set between us for 

our first visit. My own paid job is part-
time but the hours are unpredictable so I 
made it known that if I had to work on our 
set days I would let them know straight 
away to reschedule and the co-ordinator 
was very understanding about this. 
 
So, with some trepidation, Harvey and I 
donned our smart new uniforms and 
turned up at the care home at our 
appointed time for our first visit. The staff 
were all very welcoming and the 
residents - well, some of their reactions 
were just a delight to behold. Some didn't 
want to talk to Harv but those that did 
showed wonderful beaming smiles as 
their hands stroked his soft fur and felt 
his face and body. 
 

 One lad in particular was a very 
hyperactive personality and when we first 
went in he was striding around and 
unable to settle, but after a few minutes 
of Harvey's calm presence this lad sat in 
a chair and as Harvey moved closer he 
put out his hand and laid it on Harv's 

Amanda and Harvey in their smart new uniforms 
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shoulders and just sat like 
that for some time. It's hard to 
describe but the reaction of 
the staff who knew this boy 
was such that I realised that 
something amazing was 
happening, and even I, who 
had never met this boy 
before, felt it as a very 
moving and emotional few 
minutes.  
 
Five weeks on  from when we 
first started visiting, I think I 
can safely say that our visits 
are very well worthwhile and I 
look forward to going each 
week. Harvey has gained a lot 
in confidence in that time - on our first 
visit he was slightly unsure but now he 
trots into the centre with a cheerfully 
wagging tail and seems to actively enjoy 
being around the residents. Harvey is the 
first Irish Therapy Dog in Kerry and one 
of only two greyhounds as Therapy Dogs 
in the Republic of Ireland. Bouncier 
breeds have their fun side but I think it 
was Harv's calm nature which had the 
effect on the lad I talked about earlier.  
 
Signing your greyhound up as a Therapy 
Dog is a great way to give a very positive 
experience to people in care homes; is 
an enjoyable way to spend some quality 
time with just one of your dogs when, like 
me, you live in a multi-dog household; 
and is, of course, another way to get our 
own message out there, that 
"Greyhounds Make 'Greyt' pets"! Harvey 
meets lots of staff as well as the 
residents and many were surprised to 
see a greyhound in this kind of 'job' - I'll 
wager that many of them went home and 
told their families about the new visitor at 

work. You only have to commit to an 
hour a week, and if lots more greyhound 
folk were to become visiting teams with 
their hound just think how much joy our 
hounds could bring to others, while 
helping get our own message across 
too!  
 
Have a think about joining Irish Therapy 
Dogs with your hound? Their website is 
www.irishtherapydogs.ie 
 
I don't think they teach the dogs how to 
do the hoovering for you but at least one 
of my lounge lizards earns his keep now! 
Not in money, of course, but at least he 
is doing a bit of 'community service'!!  
 
 
 
 
 
Does your lazy hound have a 'job'?    
We'd love to hear about it - please email 
or write to us - contact details on back 
page.  

Amanda x 

www.kerrygreyhounds.co.uk     -     www.kerrygreyhounds.ie 

Harvey enjoying a head rub from Fergus 
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In April last year, Rhoda our Kerry Greyhounds accountant adopted Ben, a blind lurcher 
who was found in a ditch in Ireland.  Here is Rhoda's story.  

LIFE WITH A BLIND DOG 

Ben came into my life on 29th April 2010.  
I can easily remember the date as it was 
my birthday and the fact that I spent it 
getting up at 4am to go and help collect 
him and two other hounds brought over 
from Ireland, then the rest of the day 
lying comatose on the sofa 
recovering, is neither here nor there.  
  
I wasn't really thinking about getting 
another dog.  At that time, the only 
love of my life Maddie, (courtesy of 
KGC in 2006), tended to be very put 
out by having to share her space with 
anything other than besotted humans 
and as I worship the ground she 
walks on I wasn't prepared to upset 
her.  However the first email when 
Ben was found abandoned and 
starving in a ditch in Ireland, wouldn't 
stay deleted in either my inbox or my 
head and I started to feel that this 
would work - a blind dog couldn't 
possibly upset my princess. 
   
So Ben arrived and from day one has 
never ceased to amaze me.  My 
thoughts that he should learn the 
layout of the house and the garden 
gradually,  apparently did not coincide 
with his.  The minute my back was turned 
he was nosing his way up the garden (all 
300 feet or so long and two flights of short 
but steep steps) then back without putting 
a paw wrong.  A few days after he arrived 
I was upstairs sewing when a thumping 
noise alerted me, and then there he was, 
negotiating the stairs. I watched with my 
heart in my mouth knowing all I could do 
was to keep everything crossed and hope 
he'd make it in one piece.  Even now I 
hate watching him come up, he kind of 

leaps and bumps around but never falls.    
I pretty quickly got onto my brother to 
make a guard for the top of the stairs 
though - I can't face the thought of him 
coming down by himself. 

  
  

And that pretty much sums up how he 
tackles everything - he just gets on with it 
and doesn't really see that being blind 
should get in his way.  It's very tempting 
to wrap him in cotton wool and I do get 
very protective of him particularly when 
other people visit and don't show him the 
awareness that I now take for granted 
(careful where you put anything on the 
ground, careful when opening doors, don't 
step backwards without checking first and 
just always remember that you have to 
get out of the way not him).  But I can't be 
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over protective.  Ben likes all the things 
sighted dogs likes, and going for a walk is 
high on his list of great things to do, as is 
coming upstairs to be with me when I'm 
sewing, so as much as possible I try to 
treat him as 'normal'. 
  
As well as being a determined and 
independent little soul Ben is also just 
plain adorable.  His delight in life and trust 
in people (who up until now haven't 
exactly treated him well) is totally 
humbling.  He is loved where ever he 
goes, even my vet (who sees him a lot 
unfortunately) always say that although he 
sees loads of dogs, he loves Ben, the 
nurses at surgery all adore him, even 
people who don't normally like 
greyhounds/lurchers fall for Ben.  
He hasn't a nasty bone in his body and 
even after surgery when he has to have 

four very rotten teeth (including two 
canines) removed and all the poking 
around for weeks afterwards to keep the 
cavities clear of food he just stood there 
and let me/the vet get on with it. 
  
And as for Maddie.  Well she won't go as 
far as admitting she likes him, but she has 
been spotted sleeping close enough so 
that the tips of their paws touch, and also 
has been known to kiss him occasionally!  
She will also allow him to snuggle up next 
to me on the sofa so I think it is fair to say, 
she's accepted him. 
  
People say he's a lucky boy. I'm not so 
sure. I think I'm the lucky one.   
 
Would you like to help us raise funds 
by sponsoring our blind sponsor dog 
Marley?  Details on the back page.   

PAT’S STORY 

 Four years ago I discovered the world of 
Greyhound Walks and along with my 3 
greyhound girls (Mel, Babs and Wiggle) 
have never looked back. The first 
Greyhound Walk was in April 2006 when 
Chelsea plus 4 other hounds and their 
families got together after a letter was 
written to the Braintree Times seeing if 
local owners fancied a get-together.  
 
Numbers steadily grew, helped by the 
national press coverage in August 2006 
that highlighted the plight of ex racing 
greyhounds.  We now organise 5 walks a 
month in Essex, Suffolk, Hertfordshire 
and Norfolk with the average number of 
dogs on any walk being 60.  The number 
of walkers steadily increased and in 
January 2011 we had 207 dogs and their 
owners walking together. 

Our aims are very simple, to socialise our 
greyhounds and lurchers - and ourselves 
(I have made a great many new friends) 
and to promote and raise awareness of 
retired greyhounds as family pets.  All 
details of walks are available on the 
Greyhound Walks website and you will be 
made very welcome on the forum 
(pictures of your hounds are a must if at 
all possible). 
 
Last year we also organised the first 
Great British Greyhound Walk on the 20th 
June 2010. Our idea was to have as 
many greyhound and lurchers walking 
together at the same time, on the same 
day up and down the UK.  The target was 
1000 hounds.  In 44 different locations up 
and down the country 1641 dogs went out 

                                Cont’d Overleaf ..... 

Pat is one of our Suffolk fosterers and she is also involved with a group called 
‘Greyhound Walks’.  
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walking bringing lots of like minded 
people together, socialising their hounds 
and helping to raise awareness of 
greyhounds. 
 

The second Great British Greyhound 
Walk will be on Sunday 26th June 2011. 
We will welcome everyone up and down 
the country, if there is not a walk in your 
area then we are able to help you 
organise one.  Our aim this year is to 
have 2011 dogs out walking.  Please look 
at The Great British Greyhound Walk 
website at www.greyhoundwalks.co.uk 
where you can find all the details. 
 

For the past year I have also fostered for 
Kerry Greyhounds and have had a 
number of dogs come into my home and 

then move on to their forever homes.  My 
first foster Linford is now very happy in 
North London, and both Jamie and Miko 
(now Mikey) are now very happy in 

Suffolk. They all appear regularly on 
Greyhound walks and I felt an enormous 
amount of satisfaction when I was able to 
see both Jamie and Mikey on the same 
walk.  Both dogs were delighted to see 
me and very excited to see my girls again, 
they obviously don't forget you. 
 

As an emergency I have taken on 
Panther, who was injured by another dog 
and had to be moved from the foster 
home he was in.  He has a nasty wound 
on his bottom, which is going to take 
some time to heal. I cannot sing Panther's 
praises enough, he has a very jolly and 
happy temperament and just loves all the 
fuss and attention he is getting.  We are a 
very busy household with 2 teenage boys 
and 3 other greyhounds (we have had 
Mel for 8 
years, in 
May she 
will be the 
grand old 
age of 14) 
but he has 
just taken 
everything 
in  h is 
stride. He 
is really 
great with 
the girls 
and loves 
n o t h i n g 
more than 
cuddles. 
 
  
He is starting to make friends with some 
of the other village dogs though he needs 
a lot of quiet work to get him used to small 
dogs, this will come with time and 
patience.  I hope he will soon find a 
wonderful forever home as this boy is 
very special and has been through such a 
lot in the past few weeks. 

I Need a Home ... 
the handsome Panther 

Pat with two former foster dogs 
Jamie and Mikey 

Pat’s Story Cont’d .... 
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WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO MY GREYHOUND IF I DIE? 

This is a question asked by many 
greyhound adopters, as they want to ensure 
that their beloved pets will be safe, happy 
and well cared for in the future.  We would 
ask that you discuss your wishes with a 
relative or close friend, and also provide 
them with our contact details. You can also 
include this in your Will, but sometimes it 
can be a while before Wills are read and 
your greyhound may have been moved 
elsewhere by then. 
 
This is very important as there is a risk 

that your hound could be sent to another 
rescue or even be put to sleep if no one 
knows that we will take him or her on.   

 
Our rescued greyhounds are very important 
to us, and we must be consulted about any 
proposed change of ownership. Of course it 
goes without saying that we will take any of 
our greyhounds back into rescue if there is 
no-one to care for them.  
Poppy (pictured) is one example of the 
dedication to our rescued hounds.  Poppy 
was extremely unlucky to have both 
members of her adoptive family in Ireland 

pass away within 15 months of each other. 
Her late owner's neighbour had been told 
about Kerry Greyhound Connection, and 
quickly got in touch with us when the 
remaining relatives didn't want to take her 
on.  Poppy came into our care, and it wasn't 
long before she found a lovely new home in 
England. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like a card with our contact 
information on to give to a relative or 
friend or to leave with your important 
documents please contact us about 
this.   

Remembering Kerry Greyhound 
Connection in your Will is a wonderful 
way to give us your support and leave a 
lasting legacy that will ensure we can 
continue to save the lives of many more 
greyhounds. In recent years we have 
benefited from a small number of 
legacies, and whether your gift is large or 
small, it can really make a big difference 
to our future.  Your actions could mean 
there will always be somewhere safe and 
secure for unwanted greyhounds, 
somewhere that each individual will be 
given the love and care that they deserve. 
 
Writing a Will, or keeping your existing 
Will up to date, doesn't take that long and 

once it's done there's huge peace of 
mind, and it can prevent much distress for 
your loved ones at an already difficult 
time. We recommend that you seek 
independent, professional legal advice on 
writing a Will and the associated tax 
benefits.  If you have remembered Kerry 
Greyhound Connection in your Will, we 
would love to hear from you. It allows us 
to thank you and keep you updated on 
our work.  We want you to be happy in 
the knowledge that your gift to us will help 
us save lives and reduce the suffering of 
unwanted greyhounds.  
 
Thank You. 

PLEASE REMEMBER US IN YOUR WILL 
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THE FORGOTTEN SOULS OF IRELAND  

This is the name of our new DVD which has very kindly been made completely free of 
charge by Paul Stowe, a local filmmaker based in Cromer.  Paul and Bernice had 
adopted a hound from us a few years ago and approached us last year to ask if we 
would be interested in having a film made to show the work of Kerry Greyhounds.  
Poor Paul and his team were on a plane to Kerry before they had a chance to change 
their minds! Here’s Paul’s story of making the film. 

At the end of October, my wife Bernice, 
Steve Trinder, our cameraman and I flew 
out to Killarney to start filming for a DVD 
aiming to encourage more people in 
Ireland to consider adopting a 
Greyhound. 
 
We were met by Clare, who had 
arranged all of the shooting for us.  We 
had never quite understood why it 
seemed so difficult to get the Irish to 
adopt these lovely animals, but the 
reasons quickly became apparent. 
Firstly, we saw very few people with dogs 
of any description, and of those dogs that 
we did see; many were left out to roam 
the streets.  Secondly, when we told 
anyone why we were there, they seemed 
amazed that anyone would give a home 
to a Greyhound. 
 
We interviewed Clare and Amanda who 
gave us the background about the 
Greyhound industry in Ireland, and the 
reason why Amanda started Kerry 
Greyhound Connection.  It became 
obvious very quickly that it's not just 
difficult getting adopters, Amanda and 
the small team in Ireland also 
desperately need help running the 
organisation, the population of Ireland 
have not been as keen as all the helpers 
in the UK, and the bulk of the work is 
carried out by just a handful of people. 
While we were filming, Amanda had 18 
dogs at her house as well as 5 puppies, 
and she also had building work being 
carried out!  Bearing this in mind we 

decided to make a second film to try and 
enlist more help.  
 
Clare had arranged for us to visit the 
race track in Tralee, and there we 
interviewed a couple of trainers and the 
track manager.  They expressed 
concerns for the welfare of the dogs, but 
the problem is that there are just far too 
many Greyhounds being bred, most with 
very little chance of being successful 
racers, it's just a way to make some extra 
money. 
 
It always amazes me that after the way 
they have been treated for most of their 
lives, Greyhounds always seem pleased 

to see us, 
they are 
s u c h 
l o v i n g , 
g o o d 
n a t u r e d 
a n i m a l s , 
and they 
r e a l l y 
d e s e r v e 
all the 
help and 
love that 

all of you give them.  We met some 
wonderful hounds while in Ireland, most 
of who have now been found homes, but 
the bad news is that there is a never 
ending supply just waiting to replace 
them.  Amanda regularly gets calls from 
trainers saying “I have four or five dogs 
here, do you want to take them?”  
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When she says that she will 
have space in a couple of 
weeks, she is sometimes told 
“take them now or I will have 
them put down” She will never 
let that happen! 
 
The Irish DVD is now 
complete and we are currently 
working on a version to be 
used in the UK.  
 
We would like to thank all the 
lovely people in Ireland for the 
tireless work that they put in to save these 
fantastic dogs, and to all those in the UK 
who do so much to make sure that there 
are funds to enable this work to continue, 
and to find homes for so many 
Greyhounds. 

 
We came home with a little memento of 
our trip to Ireland; we adopted one of the 
pups, who we have named Murphy 
(although he must think his name is 
Murphy NO!). 

We'd like to say a huge thank you to Paul and his team for making these films for 
us. All the costs, including the trip to Ireland, were met by the filmmakers. 
   

If you would like to buy a copy of the DVD they are just £4/€5 (includes postage) 
towards funds.  You can buy online through the shop or send a cheque made 
payable to Kerry Greyhound Connection to PO Box 58 Cromer NR27 7AG 

ANOTHER HAPPY TAIL 

We couldn’t resist this 
wonderful picture of Chunky 
who went to his new home in 
Colchester  with Loretta and 
David in January.  Chunky 
had been a star at Cromer 
Carnival last Summer just 
after he came over from 
Ireland, taking part with the 
other hounds in the 
procession.  Chunky then 
went to his foster home with 
Sarah in Royston where he 
met his adopters on a 
‘Greyhound Walk’.  (See Pat’s Story on Page 14). 
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Christy (who is now called Jasper), 
arrived in France on 18 December 2010 
on one of the worst winter days we 
have had for the last 50 years : 
roads closed due to heavy 
snowfalls, icy roads, a severe 
blizzard and so on but nevertheless 
we managed to make the 320 km 
from the Paris region to Calais, 
where he would arrive – with 8 other 
adopted greyhound fellows – on the 
last Eurostar which was allowed to 
cross the Channel that day as we 
learned  later from the newspapers.  
 
But he actually did arrive being only 
3 hours late.  Then we set off for 
Orsay, 30 km south of Paris, where his 
future dog friend a 16 year old wise dog, 
Charlie, was waiting for him together with 
his future “grandparents”. He was very 
sweet in the car, calm and rather trustful 
and really seemed to appreciate the 
cuddles he received, especially when he 
“held paws” with one of us since this 
seemed to lull him and he slept almost all 
the way to Paris. 
 
Once in the house he willingly accepted 
Charlie, they even drank out of the same 
bowl!  Then he started inspecting his new 
home, starting of course with the kitchen 
where he jumped on the table to snatch 
whatever might be there and in just 10 
seconds we learned that not only the 
greyhounds move very fast, they are also 
very determined to get what they want! 
 
 

Then came bedtime! He and Charlie were 
supposed to sleep beside our bed, 

Charlie did, but we were subject to 12-15 
‘flying’ assaults from Jasper who was 
firmly determined to sleep in OUR bed 
too.  We can assure you that it is rather 
impressing when all of a sudden a 39kg 
greyhound lands on your stomach when 
you are asleep!  But finally he accepted 
to sleep in his own bed with Charlie and 
he slept through the night without any 
problems.  
 
Next morning Charlie gave him his first 
lessons in “How to behave in a house”, 
how to manage the stairs and how to find 
the most important strategic points such 
as kitchen, lounge and sofa, and we must 
say that he learns very quickly.   
 
We observed to which extent Jasper right 
from the beginning was a good 
companion for Charlie.  

A RÉSUMÉ OF CHRISTY’S ARRIVAL IN OUR FAMILY 

'Galway Christy' went to his new home in France in December during the spell of freezing 
weather.  Christy and 11 other dogs travelled from Ireland with Pete and Sarah and then 8 of 
the dogs were met by Isa and the Belgian rescue, to travel onwards.  Had we known in 
advance how bad the conditions would be, we would have postponed the trip - but our 
dedicated teams eventually got all the dogs and themselves safely to their destinations. You 
know that phrase "You don't have to be mad to work here.... but it helps.. " - that definitely 
applied to this trip!  Here's Christy's story, told by his adopters Michel and Marianne.   
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From the very first day he was very sweet 
to old Charlie and accepted to eat with 
him, sometimes they even shared the 
same bowl. 
 
Also, he only needed 1 –2 days to realise 
that we were his mum and dad and to 
choose his favourite places for his naps: 
He loves the sofa which has become his 
preferred place to rest 
after the walks – he 
would have adored to 
have our bed as well but 
we soon found out that if 
we allowed him to sleep 
on our bed it would 
become HIS bed and no 
longer ours at all! 
Having had to accept 
this he finally settled for 
his own bed with its 
duvet and soft cushions 
and now he really loves 
to spend the night there. 
 
During the first weeks he was under 
constant surveillance, a bit like a toddler 
who is just beginning to get acquainted 
with his environment. The kitchen with all 
its temptations had an almost magnetic 
power on him and stealing whatever could 
be eaten was not a problem at all: we 
really had to admit that on these 
occasions the greyhound is an animal 
quick as lightning, second only to the 
cheetah! 
 
Day by day, we are learning to interpret 
his behaviour, his expressions, the way 
he sings (he really has a great talent as a 
crooner!), his permanent seeking for 
cuddles to assure himself and above all 
his sensibility.  Today, 2 months after his 
arrival he has changed a lot.  The daily 
walks where he meets other dogs are no 
longer a problem, and he even admits to 
meet Tommy, another retired Irish 

greyhound, whom he did not like in the 
beginning.  We even think that in Spring 
they will be able to play together in the 
garden.   
 
What can we say as a conclusion: that 
Jasper gives us lots and lots of happiness 
by his lovely character, his sweetness and 
by his mischievous looks which seem to 

say “Don’t try to fool me, I know exactly 
how to behave to make you give in” which 
of course we don’t, well - at least not 
every time! This lovely creature is 
admired by everyone wherever we take 
him, people want to know where he 
comes from and we realise that the 
French are not at all aware of the destiny 
which often awaits the hounds once they 
are no longer considered as a “source of 
income” by their owners.  
 
Once again, we are very, very grateful to 
KGC to have made it possible for us to 
adopt Jasper, to love him and be loved by 
him in return and we sincerely hope that 
many other families may have the chance 
of making the same wonderful experience 
for which we cannot thank KGC enough. 
Your team is really doing a fantastic job to 
help these gorgeous hounds find their 
forever sofa. 
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Our Contact Information 
 
UK 
For homing enquiries in the UK please contact Bronwen on  075 000 626 48 or email 
bronwen@kerrygreyhounds.co.uk 
 

For enquiries about UK fundraising and merchandise please contact Tracey on 07766 
222706 or email tracey@kerrygreyhounds.co.uk 
 

UK Postal Address:  Kerry Greyhound Connection  PO Box 58 Cromer NR27 7AG 
 
IRELAND 
For homing enquiries in Ireland please contact Clare or Amanda on 087 982 2695 or 
email Karen at kerrygreyhound@eircom.net 
 

For enquiries about helping with publicity, fundraising or volunteering in Ireland please 
contact Sarah on 087 762 7490 or sarahhensman@hotmail.co.uk 

SPONSORSHIP  NEWS 

Since it's initial launch in 
November 2009 our Sponsor 
Scheme has proved to be 
very popular, and we 
currently have 75 sponsors 
for 2011.   
 

We really want to continue to 
raise more funds through 
sponsorship - so please let 
us know if you would like to 
help by sponsoring a hound 
or a kennel, or if you would 
like to give a sponsorship as 
a gift for someone.  You can 
choose to sponsor one of our 
three Sponsor Hounds,  or an Irish or UK 
Kennel.    
 

New for 2011 is the option to 
purchase greyhound beanies to 
accompany your Sponsorship, which 
makes a lovely gift idea. These cost an 
extra £8 (£7 plus £1 p&p) / €10 (€8 plus 
€2 p&p). 
 

For  £20 / €24.50  a year sponsors receive 
a certificate, pin badge, photograph, 
newsletters, and updates about their 
hound, or the dogs which have passed 
through their kennel. 
 
Could you set up a monthly standing 
order to pay for your sponsorship? This 
really helps us.  All the information about 
sponsorships is on our website on the 
Sponsor Us page, or you can phone or 
write to us for information.  Details below.  

www.kerrygreyhounds.co.uk     -     www.kerrygreyhounds.ie 

‘Belle, Marley and Christy’ 


